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hole plays his shot without having the flag stick removed and the ball 
strikes the flag stick. What is the penalty? 

(Decision) In a match play, either player may have the flag.stick re
moved at any time. Failure to do this by a player does not penalize his 
opponent if he should happen to strike the flag stick. Therefore there is 
no penalty. 

Under Rule 12, Section 4, there is a footnote as follows: " A mole
hill or' mole-track may be removed from the fair green in any way which 
will not unnecessarily interfere with the surface of the green." Does 
this mean that the mole-track may be pressed doNvn level with the fair 
green by means of the foot? Also, if so, what would the ruling be in 
case a ball lying on a slope were supported by a mole-track and rolled 
forward toward the putting green after the track had been pressed down ? 

(Decision) A mole-hill is a "loose impediment" and can be removed 
or lifted in accordance with Rule 12 or Rule 28 (1) without penalty as 
long as the ball is not moved. A mole-hill is however "damage caused 
to the course by animals," for which it is advisable, where these obstruc
tions are common, to frame a local rule. Under the rules of golf a mole
hill may be removed only by hand, as it is not included among specified 
"loose impediments" under Rule 28 (2) which may be scraped aside with 
a club. I t is not the custom, in treating a situation of this character, to 
press down with the foot. Our advice is to cover such cases by having a 
local rule for dropping the ball without penalty. 

White Clover 
There is general agreement among golfers that white clover is not a 

desirable constituent of putting green turf. Fortunately this plant will 
disappear with the continuous use of ammonium sulfate or ammonium 
phosphate. 

As regards fairways there is no unanimity of opinion on white clover. 
British tradition is to the effect that white clover mashes under the foot 
and is slippery. This may be true for Britain, but certainly has little 
validity in America. I t may be that very lush clover is slippery—but 
such growth on golf courses in America is exceptional at least. More 
worthy of consideration is the fact that white clover grows more rapidly 
than grass and gives an uneven appearance to the turf. Furthermore 
the lie of the ball in clover is not as good as that on grass. 

There is another consideration of importance. Even if no white clover 
seed is sown the plant promptly invades fairways everywhere, in the 
North. This propensity of the plant led the Indians in the early days 
to call it "wrhite man's foot grass," as they said it sprang up every
where the white man trod. To control white clover on the fairway as 
it can be on the putting greens would be decidedly expensive. Further
more, wlrte clover is certainly at least as much of an asset as a liability on 
poor soil and especially on sandy soil. Indeed its virtues are such on 
poor soils that it is desirable to sow some clover seed in the fairway mixture. 

British golfers have given white clover a bad name and we have more 
or less unconsciously accepted their prejudice. The merits of white 
clover under American conditions need to be evaluated altogether apart 
from British opinion. A careful study of the plant on American fair
ways will, we are sure, convince most golfers that its merits far outweigh 
its faults. In any case we shall always have it with us unless it is kept 
under check at high expense. 


