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Suggestions For Vegetative Planting and Subsequent Care
Of Creeping Bent

By O. B. Fitts

Judging from the number of inquiries received regarding the best
methods of planting and maintaining creeping bent both in turf and
in nurseries, there are still many who do not understand how this
should be done. For this reason the following outline may prove
helpful to those who are still in doubt as to the ~est methods to follow.

The Nursery

SOIL PREPARATION.-The nursery soil should be prepared after
the manner customary in planting garden peas or beans; that is, it
should be well pulverized, and then small trenches or rows about 11/2
inches deep should be opened 4 to 6 feet apart for the reception of
the stolons.

PREPARATIONOF STOLONSFORPLANTING.-Do not chop the stolons
as in planting for turf, but simply tear the sod apart in such a way
as to get it in such condition as will permit the stolons being strung
out along the rows.

PLANTING THE STOLONs.-Place the stolons lengthwise in the
rows and cover very lightly, not more than ~ inch. Water well each
day if necessary to keep the soil moist, until the grass has rooted and
started growth.

QUANTITIESOF STOLONSNEEDEDTo PLANT THE NURSERYRows.-
One square foot of stolons will plant 100 feet of nursery row, but
unless particular care is given in planting it is usually better to use
3 square feet of stolons for the purpose.

SUBSEQUENTCAREOFTHE NURSERY.-The soil should be cultivated
just as one would cultivate peas or beans in the garden. This will
require running a light cultivator between the rows about once every
two weeks. The weeds should be kept out of the rows by hand weed-
ing. After each cultivation it is also well to follow with a light rake
and comb the stolons or runners out from the center of the row.
This encourages spreading, thereby producing more stolons to the
row. This system of cultivation should be continued as long as neces-
sary in order to keep the nursery in condition from the time the
stolons are planted until the rows have spread to such an extent that
the spaces between them are too narrow to permit a cultivator to
pass through. Watering should be continued as frequently as neces-
sary to keep the soil moist.

FERTILIZING.--With soil as good as that of the ordinary garden,
no fertilizing is necessary. With poor soil it is advisable to work
well-rotted manure into the soil at the time of its preparation; benefit
will also subsequently be obtained from light application of am-
monium sulfate or ammonium phosphate applied dry to the soil along
the tips of the stolons and well worked into the soil.

TIME NECESSARY FOR DEVELOPING THE NURSERY.-A nursery
planted in the fall (August 15 to September 15) will be available for
use the next fall. It is not advisable to plant either a nursery or a
green in the spring or summer, owing to the trouble from weeds. In
fact, plantings made at any time other than late summer or early
fall always involve much weeding.
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Planting the Putting Green

QUANTITYOFSTOLONSNEEDEDTo PLANTTURF.-One square foot
of well-developed nursery row should furnish sufficient stolons to
plant 10 square feet of turf; thus 600 square feet of nursery row
would furnish the stolons for a green of 6,000 square feet. A nursery
row one year old is from 4 to 7 feet wide, depending on the richness
of the soil. Such a row 100 feet long will therefore supply stolons to
plant 6,000 square feet of putting green.

SOILPREPARATION.-The same soil preparation is necessary as in
the case of planting grass seed; that is, the soil should be thoroughly
pulverized and the surface smoothed and rolled until a firm uniform
bed is obtained. Immediately before planting, the surface should be
raked very lightly so as to make it fine.

CAREOF STOLONSBEFOREPLANTING.-It is important to have all
preparations made so that the stolons can be planted immediately
after they are received. Stolons allowed to remain in bags or in
stacks for any great length of time are very likely to be damaged
from heating. Therefore, if for any reason it is impossible to plant
at once, the stolons should be dumped out of the bags and spread
loose in a shady, cool place where the air can get to them, and should
then be kept moist.

PREPARATIONOF STOLONSFOR PLANTING TURF.-The stolons
should be cut up into lengths of 2 inches or thereabouts, and pulled
apart or separated so that they may be distributed evenly over the
surface of the green. For cutting the stolons a feed cutter or a com-
bined feed cutter and shredder will answer.

PLANTINGSTOLONSFOR TURF.-The cut stolons should be broad-
cast uniformly over the surface. A live joint to every square inch is
sufficient to give first-class turf; however, to insure an even stand, it
is advisable to spread the stolons somewhat more thickly, which may
be done by utilizing 1 square foot of nursery sod in planting 10 square
feet of green. As the stolons are being broadcast, some one should
follow closely behind the sower and apply a light covering of well-
pulverized topdressing material. It is not necessary to add fertilizer
to the topdressing. Do not cover the stolons too deeply. It is neces-
sary to apply only sufficient topdressing to hold the stolons in place.
Never cover more than ~ inch; even less is advisable in most cases.
This is very important, as a heavy covering tends to retard the
growth of the stolons, and consequently a longer time is required for
the development of turf suitable for play. In some cases excessive
covering has made it impossible, or at least exceedingly difficult, for
the young shoots to reach the surface, and the results have been dis-
appointing.

ROLLING.-Immediately after planting it is essential that the
green be rolled lightly so as to press the earth around the stolons.
This holds the stolons in place and in contact with the moist soil,
encouraging quick root establishment and immediate growth of the
grass.

WATERING.-Immediately after rolling, the greens should be
sprinkled with a fine spray of water until the surface is thoroughly
moist, and as often as necessary thereafter to keep the surface moist.
This is essential under all conditions, and especially so when the
weather continues dry.
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Care of the Greens After Planting

The surface of the greens should be watered twice a day at least
in dry weather during the first two or three weeks, and thereafter
usually once a day during dry weather. Care should, however, be
taken not to water too much, as a soggy condition of the soil is harm-
ful to bent.

Cutting should begin as soon as the young shoots or plants have
reached a height of 11f2 or 2 inches, and thereafter the grass should
be kept closely clipped. The clippings from the first few mowings may
well be left on the greens and a light topdressing applied over them,
as where there is a joint or node on any of the clippings there is a
bud that may develop into a plant, thereby helping to thicken the turf
and hastening it toward a playable condition. The grass should never
be allowed to grow rank and tall on the greens, as it makes it harder
to get the turf down to a playable condition when the time comes to
get the greens ready for play. Begin with the first mowing to cut the
grass down to putting green length, and continue this as though the
greens were actually in play.

In order to prevent the fluffy or grainy condition sometimes en-
countered on a green produced from some of the strains of creeping
bent, it may be found necessary at times to rake the green lightly,
both before and after it is put in play, so as to comb up the loose run-
ners in such manner that they can be well mowed. This treatment,
together with constant close clipping and topdressing, will prevent
the condition referred to, and will finally produce a smooth and firm
surface.

Topdress as frequently as necessary to keep the turf filled to such
a degree that it presents a smooth, firm surface. To maintain this
condition usually requires at least one application of topdressing
every month in the early stages of the green. A final application of
topdressing should be made in the fall or early winter just after the
grass has ceased growing; and in the late winter or early spring top-
dressings should be resumed, the first to be made just before growth
is expected to commence. The material to use for topdressing should
be compost supplemented with ammonium sulfate or ammonium phos-
phate, with applications to be made in the fall and spring. One to
1% cubic yards of this topdressing material should be applied to an
average-sized green of 6,000 or 7,000 square feet.

In the late winter or early spring, as soon as frost is out of the
ground and before the first spring topdressing has been applied, the
green should be rolled lightly so as to firm the top soil and smooth out
irregularities which may have resulted from the action of frost dur-

, ing the winter.
The green should be thoroughly and constantly weeded during the

spring following planting. This has been found to be very effective
in reducing later trouble from weeds.

Greens planted in September and cared for as suggested above
should be ready for play by Mayor June of the following year.

Raised tees.-An elevated tee is justified only when it is necessary
to secure proper drainage or goo~ visibility. If the ground is well
drained it is better, both for archItectural reasons and for economy
in turf maintenance, to leave the tee or the teeing ground on a level
with the surrounding ground.


