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any of the organic mercury products now on the market. By this we
do not mean to claim that it is the much-sought-for sure cure for
brown-patch. We know that under certain conditions it will produce
very remarkable results. We also know that under conditions ex-
tremely favorable for the development of brown-patch in midsum-
mer it will not prevent brown-patch for more than a short period-
nor indeed will any of the organic mercury compounds so far tested .

. .
Converting Established Turf to Creeping Bent by Broadcast-

ing Stolons and Topdressing
By O. B. Fitts

During the past two years a number of experiments have been
conducted at the Arlington Experimental Turf Garden with creep-
ing bent stolons scattered over old turf of various species of grasses
and then topdressed, the purpose being to convert the old turf to
creeping bent. Every attempt in this respect at Arlington so far has
been very successful. Therefore it seems reasonable that such a
method might be successfully practised in renovating old greens or
converting the turf of other grasses to creeping bent. There are
many clubs whose members are playing on poor putting greens
simply because they are not willing to abandon the use of the greens
long enough for the turf to be removed and new turf established.
Others are playing on poor greens because they do not have the funds
necessary for such a course of procedure in renovating the greens.
It was in consideration of these problems that experimenting with
creeping bent stolons planted on old turf was begun, the obj ect be-
ing to find some practical method, if possible, of introducing creep-
ing bent and establishing good turf on old putting greens without ne-
cessitating putting them out of play for any great length of time and
at less expense than is usually involved in the customary method of
renovating putting greens.

The first of these experiments was made at the Arlington Turf
Garden during the year 1922, and the method employed was that of
dibbling the stolons into the old turf; that is, the turf was slit with
a knife at intervals of about four inches, and the stolons inserted in
each slit, then the earth pressed down around them with the foot.
This proved to be a very slow and tedious job. However, by the end
of the summer of 1923 the plots so treated (which were originally
redtop) were pure creeping bent. This method has been tried out
on a few putting greens, but in some instances has not been very suc-
cessful. In applying this method it is not necessary to put the greens
out of play except during the time the work is being done.; but it is
a very slow method, and even when it is successful it requires from
one to two years to get a good bent turf established.

In 1923 three plots at the Arlington Turf Garden were selected
for trying out the method of broadcasting the stolons on the old turf
and topdressing. One of these plots had fescue turf; one, South Ger-
man mixed bent; and the other, a very poor strain of creeping bent.
The fescue plot was planted to chopped-up stolons of Metropolitan
creeping bent, and the other two were planted to Washington creep-
ing bent. This planting was done in early September. The process
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of planting was simply to chop up the stolons as though preparing 
them for planting a new green, and scattering them over the old turf 
without disturbing the turf at all, and then rolling and topdressing 
with about one cubic yard of compost to 2,000 square feet of green. 
This was then rolled again lightly and watered sufficiently to get the 
topdressing and stolons thoroughly moist. After that no special at
tention was given these plots. They were watered and mowed just 
as all the other plots in the garden, and by May, 1924, each of these 
plots showed a solid turf of the grass planted on it in this way, and 
hardly a blade of the old grass could be found. In this particular 
case the turf was in playable condition continuously except four or 
five days following the planting. 

Since that time a number of plots of various grasses have been 
converted to bent turf in this way, except that in some instances the 
surface of the old plot was scarified by raking lightly with an iron-
tooth garden rake before the stolons were applied, and in most cases 
the plots have been given more special care than the first plots were 
given; that is, they have been watered as frequently as was found 
necessary to keep the surface moist at all times until the stolons had 
become rooted and started growing. This usually requires about 
two weeks time, and during that time the turf is not in condition to 
be played on, owing to continuous watering. At the end of this pe
riod the greens should be topdressed lightly and after that they are 
ready for play. 

There appears to be no reason why clubs should not use this 
method successfully in renovating turf on putting greens, and if it 
does prove to be successful in this way it means a great saving in 
time and money. It has actually been used with success by some 
clubs; but the greens were put out of play two weeks during the 
process. 

A Machine for Spraying Liquid Solution 
In the accompanying 

illustration is shown a ma
chine designed for apply
ing solutions to turf by 
means of a combined tank 
and sprayer. The sprayer 
runs with water pressure, 
effecting a uniform mix
ture of the solution in the 
water. It may be used for 
applying chemicals of any 
kind. The capacity of the 
tank is 15 gallons, this be
ing sufficient ammonium 
sulfate for six or seven 
putting greens. The light 
wagon on which the ma
chine is mounted makes it 
easy for two men to move 
it from green to green. Hydraulic Sprayer 


