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SomeU. S. Golf Association Decisions on the Rules of Golf
A and B both drove. About 200 yards from the tee a creek crosses

the fairway~ Both players thought that B's ball went into the creek.
A stepped up and played B's ball. B went on to the creek and, not

;:being able to find his ball in the creek, dropped another one and went
, into the creek again. He then dropped a third ball and shot over to
the green. When both players arrived at the green B noticed that
A shot B's ball. B therefore claimed that they should both go back,
which they did, and A's ball was found in a trap at the right of the
fairway. B dropped his ball as near as possible to where A had shot
it from, and incidentally B got a four while A took a six.

Decision.-A had no right to assume without investigation that
the ball found in the fairway was his ball. It does not appear that
any misinformation was given A by his opponent in this case. Evi-
dently A neglected to make certain that the ball belonged to him,
and having played his opponent's ball he then and there lost the hole.

On several occasions arguments have arisen relative to grounding
a club on the grass on the sloping side of a bunker. Some of our
members contend that a club can not be grounded at any point below
the level of the fairway and that it can not be grounded on the side
of a bunker where grass is growing.

Decision.-The sloping sides of a bunker covered with grass are
not considered within the confines of a hazard and therefore are not
part of the hazard. Grass included within the boundaries of a hazard,
however, must be considered part of the hazard. For this reason
local committees should be very particular in defining the boundaries
of their hazards.

A player was on the second green in 2 and had a 15-foot putt for
his birdie 3. Just as he tapped the ball with his putter a small Scotch
terrier which had been lying on the grass just off the carpet dashed
onto the sward, skidded across the green, and seized the ball a short
distance from the cup. The next instant the dog had dropped the
gutta percha into the cup. There has been a great deal of argument
since as to just how many strokes the player should have credited
himself with for the hole.

Decision.-In this case the ball was moved by an agency outside
the match. Under Rule 17 (2), therefore, the ball must be replaced
as near as possible to the place at which the dog seized it.

'Vint~r treatment of fairways.-Notwithstanding the fact that
topdressings of manure or other humus materials encourage the
spread of earthworms and grubs to some extel!t, a light covering of
well-rotted manure on fairways over winter where they are kept out
of play has a distinct advantage in stimulating the growth of the
turf. All coarse material in the manure should be raked off promptly
at the end of winter so as not to hinder the growth of the grass. If
manure is not obtainable, a topdressing of good top soil alone is of
great benefit, especially where the soil is naturally poor.


