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to whether the application was made properly or just what was re-
garded as "control." It is certain that the chemical was over-enthu-
siastically advertised, and too much was exp.ected of it by green-
keepers, which led them to expect "control" in the sense of curing
and entirely preventing the disease for many weeks.

The matter of expense seems to be the chief objection to chloro-
phenol mercury. Under conditions where it offers protection for
two or more weeks at a time it is regarded as a thoroughly practical
control treatment. However, where it does not con1rol for as much as
a week at a time, the cost is prohibitive for most clubs. From gen-
eral observations, it seems advisable to withhold applications until a
period when the weather conditions are favorable for the disease.
Every good greenkeeper kno .;s about when to be on the lookout for
brown-patch, and by careful timing of thp. application much of the
expense can be reduced. It was first recommended that an applica-
tion be made early in the season and that this be followed by treat-
ments at stated intervals during the summer. Naturally this method
adds to the cost, for it is simply giving an expensive treatment on
many occasions when no precaution is necessary. As one summary
concludes, this chemical "is absolutely efficacious if applied at the
right time and in the right amounts; but both the time and the
amounts must be left to the judgment of the greenskeeper." Under
this plan the cost will vary with the season, the locality, or other in-
fluences regulating the frequency of disease attacks.

The dust method of application does not appear to have any sup-
porters. It is not referred to in most of the reports received, but
wherever mentioned it is considered less satisfactory than the stand-
ard liquid method.

A Note on Vegetative Bent Greens
By C. V. Piper

Vegetative bent greens have been criticised on the ground that
they have too much "bite"-that is, the ball stops dead or nearly dead
and has but little roll. Strangely enough, some players commend
them for the same reason. The difference of opinion is probably due
to whether one plays a rolling-up shot or a pitch shot.

There is no good reason why a vegetative green should not be
either very slow or very fast, as in either case it depends on the treat-
ment. The commonest fault of greenkeepers in handling vegetative
greens is that they do not cut them short enough. Often, indeed, they
water them so heavily that the soil is continuously soggy. These
two conditions, and the usual thickness of the turf, combine to make
them slow and to make one miscalculate a rolling-up shot even if the
green is not elevated toward the rear. The obvious remedies are:
First, closer mowing; second, more judicious watering, at least to
the extent of keeping the soil from getting soggy; and, third, perfect
surface drainage.

Another point, largely architectural, deserves consideration. The
.best surface drainage is secured on a convex green, not on a green
all sloped one way. Furthermore, the fairest type of a green calling
normally. for a rolling-up shot, such as the long 2-shot holes, is just
such a convex gre~n, and without a bunker at the back. The ball that
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goes over such a green is a better shot than the one which is short;
and it is utterly unfair to penalize such a shot. It should be just as
easy to play such a green from behind it as from in front. The only
green that meets such requirements is the convex or reverse-saucer
type of construction.

Winter Work on the Golf Course
Don't think that winter is the vacation season for greenkeepers.

It is true you have no brown-patch or grubs to fight when the ground
is frozen or covered with snow; but if you ever had an unexcelled
opportunity to prepare for your season's activities it was during one
of the winters that you allowed to slip by. In time of peace prepare
for war.

How is your compost pile? Were you short of topdressing ma-
terial the past season? If so, you will have no excuse for being caught
in the same predicament next season. A little labor and the utilizing
of some old lumber will add to your compost shed, so that you should
be able to store an amgle supply of top soil, woods earth, leaf mold,
sand, clay, manure, or other material needed and available. Stored
or covered thus during the winter, the material will be kept dry and
in condition to work as soon as needed in the spring. Better still, it
can possibly be ground, mixed, and screened, ready for immediate use.

In what condition is your equipment and machinery? Are parts
worn" out or in need of replacement? Get some paint and a paint
brush; they don't cost much. Your workmen will take better care of
and more interest in well-kept tools. Your equipment should now
be thoroughly overhauled, all necessary repairs made, exposed parts
thoroughly oiled or greased, and tools and machinery stored in a dry
place ready for use when needed. Sprinklers should be taken apart,
cleaned, and oiled if they are of the rotary type. Hose should be well
drained and dried out and stored in a cool, dark, dry place. Mowers
especially should be given careful attention. Tee boxes, benches, flag
staffs, wagons, carts, rollers should be carefully inspected and painted.
It is well also to take an inventory of your property for comparison
with that of the preceding year, so as to check up losses, if any.
You will be surprised to see how many things have disappeared, per-
haps been "borrowed."

There is much work on the outside also that can be done in winter.
At times when the ground is in workable condition sod can be moved
and greens built. Do not wait for spring to do this work if you can
possibly do it earlier, as sodding done in winter will be established,
ready for growth as soon as the first period of open weather arrives.
Bunkers and tees can now be built and sodded, and with far less in-
terruption and inconvenience to play. Land can be cleared both for
use and for beautification, drains can often be installed and ditches
built. Fairways can be dressed with manure, even though the ground
may be frozen or .snow-covered.

Keep your men busy during the winter. Keep your organization
together in some way. Waiting until spring to organize your force
is a costly and hazardous undertaking. If you are forced to dispense
with some of your men temporarily, find them winter work on the
outside. But if you can possibly keep your organization intact do so
by all means, training and instructing the men in the work s~ that
they will be more efficient during the coming season.


