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goes over such a green is a better shot than the one which is short;
and it is utterly unfair to penalize such a shot. It should be just as
easy to play such a green from behind it as from in front. The only
green that meets such requirements is the convex or reverse-saucer
type of construction.

Winter Work on the Golf Course
Don't think that winter is the vacation season for greenkeepers.

It is true you have no brown-patch or grubs to fight when the ground
is frozen or covered with snow; but if you ever had an unexcelled
opportunity to prepare for your season's activities it was during one
of the winters that you allowed to slip by. In time of peace prepare
for war.

How is your compost pile? Were you short of topdressing ma-
terial the past season? If so, you will have no excuse for being caught
in the same predicament next season. A little labor and the utilizing
of some old lumber will add to your compost shed, so that you should
be able to store an amgle supply of top soil, woods earth, leaf mold,
sand, clay, manure, or other material needed and available. Stored
or covered thus during the winter, the material will be kept dry and
in condition to work as soon as needed in the spring. Better still, it
can possibly be ground, mixed, and screened, ready for immediate use.

In what condition is your equipment and machinery? Are parts
worn" out or in need of replacement? Get some paint and a paint
brush; they don't cost much. Your workmen will take better care of
and more interest in well-kept tools. Your equipment should now
be thoroughly overhauled, all necessary repairs made, exposed parts
thoroughly oiled or greased, and tools and machinery stored in a dry
place ready for use when needed. Sprinklers should be taken apart,
cleaned, and oiled if they are of the rotary type. Hose should be well
drained and dried out and stored in a cool, dark, dry place. Mowers
especially should be given careful attention. Tee boxes, benches, flag
staffs, wagons, carts, rollers should be carefully inspected and painted.
It is well also to take an inventory of your property for comparison
with that of the preceding year, so as to check up losses, if any.
You will be surprised to see how many things have disappeared, per-
haps been "borrowed."

There is much work on the outside also that can be done in winter.
At times when the ground is in workable condition sod can be moved
and greens built. Do not wait for spring to do this work if you can
possibly do it earlier, as sodding done in winter will be established,
ready for growth as soon as the first period of open weather arrives.
Bunkers and tees can now be built and sodded, and with far less in-
terruption and inconvenience to play. Land can be cleared both for
use and for beautification, drains can often be installed and ditches
built. Fairways can be dressed with manure, even though the ground
may be frozen or .snow-covered.

Keep your men busy during the winter. Keep your organization
together in some way. Waiting until spring to organize your force
is a costly and hazardous undertaking. If you are forced to dispense
with some of your men temporarily, find them winter work on the
outside. But if you can possibly keep your organization intact do so
by all means, training and instructing the men in the work s~ that
they will be more efficient during the coming season.


