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The Discussion of Brown-Patch and Other Course-Mainte-
nance Problems at the Philadelphia District Green

Section Meeting
By O. B. Fitts

The writer recently experienced the pleasure of attending the
meeting of the Philadelphia Green Section November 12 and was
greatly impressed with the abundance of valuable information con-
cerning golf course maintenance problems which was brought out at
the meeting. Everyone present had an opportunity to discuss his
experience with these problems and to learn the experience of others
and certainly was greatly benefited by the discussions which took
place. Only want of interest in the subject or failure to consider and
analyze the ideas expressed could have been an excuse for anyone
not receiving personal benefit from a gathering such as this.

About 25 clubs were represented at the meeting. Some repre-
sentative of each club, in most cases the chairman of the green com-
mittee, was requested to tell of his or his club's experience in dealing
with certain golf course maintenance problems; the brown-patch
disease, and its methods of control and results obtained, being the
principal topics discussed. These requests were greeted with prompt
response, and as each speaker concluded his report he was liberally
questioned regarding various details involved in his experience.
These questions were answered and discussed as freely as they were
asked, with the result that everyone present learned what troubles
the other fellow had had to contend with, the measures he had
adopted to combat them, and the results of his effort.

During the discussions there were of course many experiences
related of methods which did not prove satisfactory. On the other
hand, there were many experiences which had been successful and
satisfactory. Simply by classifying the results of these experiences
and placing those resulting satisfactorily under the heading Do this,
and those resulting unsatisfactorily under the heading Don't do this,
one had at his disposal a lot of valuable information-information
which, if used intelligently, would save a lot of money, time, and
worry in golf course maintenance.

Among the clubs represented there were only two that reported
no brown-patch during the summer of 1925; all the others had been
troubled with the disease, some reporting only mild attacks and
others serious attacks. The kinds of grass on the greens affected by
brown-patch as reported were various. Some were vegetative greens,
some seeded bent, and some mixtures of bent, redtop, fescue, and blue-
grass; and each had brown-patch, varying from serious to only mild
attacks. One of the two clubs reporting no brown-patch has all vege-
tative greens while the other has greens of mixed grasses. One club
had brown-patch only on one of its 18 vegetative creeping bent greens.
A summary and analysis of these reports showed that on the whole
the vegetative creeping bent greens suffered less from this disease
than the seeded greens.

There were some very interesting reports and discussions of the
various brown-patch remedies and the methods of application used.
Most of the clubs reported having used at least one of the chloro-
phenol mercury treatments, while some tried two, namely Semesan
and Uspulun. In some cases these treatments were not successful
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in controlling the disease while in others satisfactory results were
reported. The various methods of application discussed indicated
that the treatment was applied in many cases more or less as an ex-
periment, at least with regard to the method and rate of application.

In this connection it is suggested that the articles embodying the
results of the experimental work with the chlorophenolmercury com-
pounds at the Arlington Turf Garden during 1925 be carefully read.
These articles have. appeared monthly in the. BULLETINbeginning
with the July, 1925, number, and the results are summarized in the
article on page 219 of the Octobernumber. They indicate the methods
and the. rates of application which have given the most satisfactory
results.

Another bit 'of interesting information concerning brown-patch
control which was brought out in these, discussions was that all tpe
clubs which had practiced watering the greens early in the morning
reported either no brown-patch or only mild attacks which resulted in
but slight injury to the turf. It may be said that various clubs lo-
cated in the region in which brown-patch is prevalent which have
practiced early morning watering are pratically unanimous in report-
ing benefit from the treatment. This is an inexpensive method which
all clubs can employ without interfering with play or without any
great disturbance of the general routine of work on the course. It is
believed that any club whose greens are subject to brown-patch will
do well to adopt this plan of watering the greens early in' the morning
during the brown-patch season.

A brief discussion which took place at the meeting, of the methods
of caring for vegetative creeping bent greens and of the quality of
turf produced as a result of different methods, indicates, as has
usually been the case, that most of the complaints of unsatisfactory
quality of turf were based on conditions which result from lack of
proper care. These conditions and the necessary treatment for pre-
venting or overcoming them are discussed in an article entitled "How
to Prevent or Overcome Grainy and Fluffy Conditions of Turf in
Vegetativ~ Greens" appearing in the BULLETINfor September,
1925, page 195. Anyone who has vegetative bent greens or contem-
plates planting vegetative creeping bent greens should read carefully
the simple suggestions set forth in the article referred to, as well as in
the article entitled "Suggestions for Vegetative Planting and Subse-
quent Care of Creeping Bent" appearing in the BULLETINfor
August, 1925,page 181. If the suggestions in these articles are fol-
lowed, these undesirable conditions may be prevented or overcome
and the creeping bent greens will prove entirely satisfactory not only
from a turf growing standpoint but from a golfing standpoint as -well,
as it is thoroughly demonstrated that creeping bent, if properly cared
for, will produce the finest quality of turf for putting green purposes
known in this country.

Sheep's fescue for grassy hollows.-Where sand traps are expen-
sive to construct or maintain they may advantageously be replaced
with grassy hollow traps. Sheep's fescue is an excellent grass for
such hollows, on account of the bunchy turf it makes. A thin sowing
is advised of sheep's fescue and Kentucky bluegrass in equal pro-
portions.


