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Some U. S. Golf Association Decisions on the Rules of Golf
In a match-play handicap against par, one of the contestants,

through error, played under the wrong handicap, discovering the
error upon his return to the club-house. Is a player disqualified un-
der the'se conditions? .

Decision~A player in a match such as you describe is responsible
only for properly keeping his score in the competition. It is an obli-
gation of the handicap committee's to see that the handicap is prop-
erly marked on the score card so that there can be no mistake, and
to see also that the card is checked up properly after the match in
order to determine the winner.

I was playing in a four-ball match. My ball was two or three feet
off the green. My partner's ball was two or three feet directly back
of mine. He asked me to lift my ball, as he thought he might hit it.
I did so. The other side claimed he had no right to have my ball
lifted. I claim, under Rule 1 governing four-ball matches, that he had
the right. Rule 1 provides that any player in a four-ball match has
the right to have any ball lifted or played at the option of the owner
of the ball if he thinks the ball will interfere with or help a player.
It does not say that one or both of the balls have to be on the putting
green. Kindly give me a ruling on this. '

Decision-Rule 1 covering four-ball matches states plainly that
any player in a match may have any ball removed at any time if he
deems it in the way of or to the advantage of the player. The ball
then may be either lifted or played by its owner.

In a medal-play tournament a player holed out from a trap within
20 yards of the hole. The flag-stick was in the cup, but the ball did
not touch the flag-stick until after the ball had descended into the
cup. After the ball had descended into the cup it rested against the
flag-stick; but the presence of the flag-stick had nothing to do with
the ball's entry into the hole. Is the player penalized under Rule 13
of Special Rules for Stroke Competition?

Decision-The ruling of the United States Golf Association on the
point you mention is that the player is penalized two strokes. This
is the interpretation that the commitee have made under Rule 13 on
similar occasions.

Construction Costs of Winchester Golf Club's Course
By George Cunningham

Early in April, 1923, construction of the Winchester Golf Club's
9-hole course at Winchester, Va., was begun on a tract of land which
for years had been used as a dairy farm. The first five holes were
laid out in a narrow flat-floored valley through which flows a mean-
dering stream of considerable volume, while the last four enter
rolling broken country by means of a long 3-shot hole, which rises
gradually to an elevation of about 50 feet above the valley floor. The
soil is slaty, thin, and poor in quality on the hilly part of the course
but silty, fertile, and deep in the valley. '

The greens were built to insure good drainage and prevent over-
wash, and in all cases slope very slightly toward the approach. No
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difficult construction problems existed except on the seventh hole,
where it was necessary to fill a gully approximately 10 feet wide, 100
yards long, and in some 'places more than 6 feet deep, which ran
along the line of play. Almost no tree cutting was necessary.

. Temporary greens were maintained the first year, all construction
completed, bent stolons planted in the fall, the permanent greens
suitably cared for thereafter, and an adequate water system installed
for a labor cost of $3,410.42. The cost of the club house was $4,100,
and of the water system (exclusive of labor) as follows:

Pipe •.••................................ $583.31
Water, pump, well and tank 399.68
Power line 235.00
Freight 27.00

$1:,244.99

Since completion of the course, maintenance has been in accord-
ance with the principles advocated by the Green Section of the United
States Golf Association, and has been carried on with the help of
up-to-date course equipment, and four regular employes.

So far no brown-patch has appeared on any of the greens, perhaps
partly due to Winchester altitude (750 feet) and the fact that humid
weather is unusual in summer. During July, August, and September
the greens undoubtedly are affected by the hot weather, their color
becoming paler and their growth slow, but water, light topdressings,
and ammonium sulfate pull them through so that their reaction to
cooler weather is prompt and gratifying. Crab grass is attacked
as soon as it appears and the fight continues until no plants remain.
Extra labor is employed during part of the crab-grass season.

The club's only cause for worry appears to be the fairways on
the last four holes, where much fertilizing must still be done before
good turf is established.

The card and approximate area of greens follow:
No. Yards Par Area (sq. ft.)
1 253 4 3,000
2 325 4 3,300
3 135 3 1,500
4 380 4 3,600
5 211 3 3,000
6 577 5 3,500
7 334 4 3,400
8 310 4 3,700
9 382 4 4,200

2,907 35 29,200

Deep well water for irrigation purposes.-There is a tradition to
the effect that deep well water or highly mineralized water is in-
jurious to turf. Any water that is drinkable should be satisfactory
for use on putting green turf. There seems to be some evidence that
surface water, such as stream or lake water, is slightly preferable
to deep well water; but the differences, after all, are very slight. A
great many clubs use deep well water with satisfactory results.


