
14 BULLETIN OF GREEN SECTION OF THE Vol. VI, No.1

fraction. Undoubtedly if the handicap had been one hole the match
vvould have been square. If the handicap had been anything less
than one hole it seems that side A would have won by the difference
between the fraction given and the one hole.

A player's ball came to rest about one foot under the branches
of a bush where the branches lay on the ground and over the ball.
To shoot toward the hole the player had to take his stance backed
into the bush. To do this he lifted the branches and bent them
back, holding them in place with his body while making the shot.
In doing so he of course improved his chance to hit the ball. Did
he incur an penalty?

DECISION.-Rule 15 under "General and Through the Green"
covers this point. The player is entitled to take his stance under
the conditions mentioned in the best possible manner that he can
without breaking anything fixed or growing and without bending
any fixed object more than necessary in order to take his stance.
If the player in bending branches improved his chance to hit at the
ball he infringed the above rule.

Gorse and Broom
The following additional information on these two shrubby plants

is contributed by Mr. Leonard Biles, golf professional, The Home-
stead, Hot Springs, Va., reference being made to the article on the
subject appearing in the BULLETIN, December, 1925, page 283:

"In 1914, after a visit to England, I brought back with me 1
pint of gorse seeds. At that time I was connected with and had
charge of the course of the Sleepy Hollow Country Club, at Scar-
borough-on-the-Hudson. I picked out what I thought to be a good
and suitable spot and planted these seeds myself. They made fine
headway all through the summer and fall, each plant averaging 8
or 9 inches in height, and looking healthy and strong. In order to
protect them through the \vinter I put a light covering of hay around
the roots and part way up the plants. The first winter I lost over
75 percent of the plants, and the ones that were left made no head-
way the following summer and died the following winter. Two years
later, when I was constructing the course for the Wianno Club, on
Cape Cod,' Mass., I again tried it, but met with no success, the plants
there all dying the first winter. I had hoped, on the lighter soil on
Cape Cod, which more nearly approaches the soil conditions on which
this plant apparently thrives in Great Britain, to get good results;
but the winter seems too hard for it. It states in your articles that
gorse occurs on the Atlantic coast from the vicinity of Nantucket
Island southward to Virginia. I would say that I never saw it on
Cape Cod, which is close to Nantucket Island. I know the coast of
Virginia very well, and I can not say that I ever saw whins, as the
plants are called in Scotland (gorse or furze, in England), anywhere
along the coast. Broom grows prolifically on the Virginia coast, and
there are a number of varieties of it, which possibly may be mistaken
for gorse; but as for gorse such as we used to hack at with niblicks
as kids in the Old Country, I must say I have never seen the true
variety on this side of the Atlantic."
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[Whin occurs naturalized in Nova Scotia and from southeastern

Massachusetts to Virginia; broom is naturalized on Nantucket
Island and south to Virginia.-EDITORS.]

Controlling the June Beetle
The following information on the control of the June beetle, sub-

mitted under date of December 16, 1925, by Mr. DeWitt Gallaher,
of the Kanawha Country Club, Charleston, West Virginia, should
prove of value to clubs troubled with this pest. Mr. Gallaher writes:

"A great many of the golf clubs in this section have gone through
a most disastrous season of grub worms. From all I have heard and
seen, each one of these clubs had worse experience than we did dur-
ing the 1924 season, which was most discouraging. At the Kanawha
Country Club during the past season this pest caused us less annoy-
ance than anything else we had to contend with. Our greenkeeper
informs me that during the entire season there were not more than
200 instances where the grub manifested its presence; in fact, we
were almost immune. I can not state what brought about this for-
tunate condition. I have given this considerable thought, but am no
nearer the solution. In every previous season we were annoyed by
this pest, each season seeming to be worse. Any theory as to our
success in 1925 is enlightened by the following facts:

"During that year we carried out three treatments to our greens
that had heretofore never been prosecuted. These were: (1) killing
June bugs during June and July; (2) combating brown-patch with
mercuric chlorophenol and occasional Bordeaux; (3) a vigorous cam-
paign of topdressing.

"Our offensive against the June bug during June and July* killed
about 5,000 of them, for which we paid the caddies V:! cent apiece. In
this connection it was interesting to observe that the rich soil on
the approaches to the greens was fairly infested with grub worms
during August and September.

"Our brown-patch control was very successful. vVe began the
use of the mercuric compound the last o( June, and used during the
entire season only 200 pounds of this. We used two or three pounds
to a green every 30 days, applying it in a large quantity of water.
We observed during the entire season only ten or twelve small brown
patches, which gradually recovered. A much larger number of large
brown patches occurred, and we immediately used Bordeaux on them
with great success.

"You may recall that last spring we submitted to you specimens
of our turf and you advised frequent topdressings with a large con-
tent of sand. We topdressed faithfully every three weeks with about
a yard of mixture to a green. At the beginning of the season we
used a mixture consisting of one-half sand, but toward the end of
the season this was almost 80 percent. This practice improved the
texture of the grass one hundred percent, eliminating entirely the
coarse runners of bent which persisted in staying on top of the grass
instead of under the grass.

"There is no doubt that our greens were built with too much
humus content, thereby making them attractive to the grub. Your
examination of our turf last spring bore this out."

• For detailed informlltiC'n on the character of the campai~m conductl'd hy the Kanawha Country
Cluh. see the Bulletin, AUg'ust, 1925, pag-e 173.


