
February 16,1926 UNITED STATES GOLF ASSOCIATION 31

Annual Report of the Chairman of the Green Section of the
United States Golf Association for the Year 1925

To THE MEMBERS OF THE GREEN SECTION:
The fifth year's work of the Green Section is a record of satis-

factory progress with appreciative support from its member clubs.
There continue to be calls for visits that are far more numerous than
is possible for our small staff to meet. If these calls for help are, as
we believe, a proper criterion of the needs, it is clear that larger
financial support is necessary. By personal visits much can be done
to assist clubs not only in matters concerning turf maintenance but
also with suggestions regarding the architecture of the course. It
is a rare course that can not be greatly improved by the adoption of
suggestions for its betterment, particularly when they come from
an impartial source.

Especially important is the carrying on of investigations with
turf in the different parts of the country, under unlike conditions of
soil and climate. Work of this sort has already been inaugurated
at the following State experiment stations: Florida (Gainesville),
Kansas (Manhattan), Nebraska (Lincoln), Minnesota (St. Anthony
Park), and New Jersey (New Brunswick). This work should be
started also at other experiment stations strategically located.

GREEN SECTION MEMBERSHIP

Number of clubs enrolled on Dec. 31, 1924 802
Number of new clubs enrolled Jan. 1 to Nov. 30, 1925 .. 132

934
Number of clubs withdrawing Jan. 1 to Nov. 30, 1925 48

Net enrollment on Nov. 30, 1925 886

This enrollment of 886 clubs was constituted as follows:

United States clubs members of the United States Golf
Associa tion 568

United States clubs not members of the United States
Golf Association ' 268

Canadian Clubs 40
Other foreign clubs 10

886

The growth in membership of the Green Section, by years, is as
follows:

Membership on Dec. 31, 1921 .
Membership on Dec. 31, 1922 .
Membership on Dec. 31, 1923 .
l\Iembership on Dec. 31, 1924 .
l\Iembership on Nov. 30, 1925 .

CLUBS
287
557
653
802
886

This record of steady growth from year to year is gratifying and



32 BULLETIN OF GREEN SECTION OF THE Vol. VI, No.2

indicates that Green Section work of nation-wide scope is as vital a
feature in golf course maintenance as is the local green committee
of the individual club. It is certain that all those interested in pro-
viding the benefits of the game of golf to the greatest number in
the United States and at the least cost, will be inspired with the
idea of the extension of this national Green Section work to ib; ulti-
mate limit.

THE BULLETIN
The BULLETIN OF THE GREEN SECTION has now appeared in five

complete volumes. I t has placed in the hands of green keepers and
green-committeemen a compendium of information on turf estab-
lishment and maintenance problems which is of very high value.
As a history alone of the complexity of the problems to the solution
of which it is devoted it is of especial interest. It demonstrates
plainly that the art of greenkeeping is still in its making. A glance
through its pages will indicate at once the large number of prob-
lems which still remain unsolved. It will reveal the attempts which
have been made to unravel these mysteries, both the successes and
the failures. For the present we must continue to operate on the
basis of an annual fee of $15 fronl golf clubs which are members
of the United States Golf Association and $20 from golf clubs which
are not members of the United States Golf Association (including
Canadian and other foreign golf clubs), furnishing the member clubs
for this fee two subscriptions for the BULLETIN and the privileges of
our Service Bureau without additional charge. The subscription
rate of $4 per year for additional copies of the BULLETIN available
to member clubs is taken advantage of by many of our members, a
number of clubs subscribing for sufficient copies to supply their en-
tire green committee.

THE SERVICEBUREAU
During the year inquiries have been received daily from golf

clubs presenting problems in turf maintenance with which they
have been confronted. The nature of these inquiries can be under-
stood by a reference to the Questions and Answers pages appearing
in each issue of the BULLETIN. Many samples of seeds and speci-
mens of weeds and grasses have been received and identified, also
frequently samples of soil and fertilizer for determination of value
for golf turf purposes. Quite a few calls were received from golf
clubs requesting a visit from one of the officials of the Green Sec-
tion to survey local conditions at golf courses. Unfortunately it
was impossible to comply with all of these requests, but where op-
portunity permitted the courses were visited and consultation freely
granted. Our opportunities to cooperate with District Green Sec-
tions, through the Service Bureau, have been a source of great grati-
fication to the officers of the National Green Section; the need of
an harmonious working among the district Green Sections is keenly
appreciated, and it is felt that by such cooperation great good will
result.

GREEN SECTIONSIN OTHER COUNTRIES
Based on the success of the United States Golf Association Green

Section, other countries have established or are about to start Green
Sections. It is understood that the British Golf clubs now have their
Green Section organized but no details are at hanel. Thus far no
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publications seem to have been issued. The New Zealand golf clubs
are, judging from reports, enthusiastic about a Green Section, with
very strong probabilities that it will be established.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

A detailed financial statement for the Green Section for the year
ending November 30, 1925, has been published in the Report of the
Executive Committee of the United States Golf Association. A
summary of the figures is here presented:

Cash in bank, December 1, 1924 .

Receipts
Club dues .
Sales of Bulletins, and special services .

Disbursements
Bulletins and binders .
Field service and office expenses

(salaries, travel, experimental
supplies and equipment, sta-
tionery, books and periodicals,
meetings, etc.) .

$2,370.02

11,644.06

$464.90

14,945.31
2,315.73

$17,725.94

14,014.08

Cash in bank November 30, 1925 $3,711.86

C. V. PIPER, Chairman.

Removing and Replacing Sod
B)' H. S. Humphrey, Gun Lake Country Club, Richland, Mich.

When temporarily removing sod in remodeling putting greens
we have found it better to lay the sod, as it is taken up, with the
earth side down than to turn it over and lay it with the grass side
down and the earth side exposed. In this way the sod keeps moist
better and remains in better condition. The sod should be stripped
off in even thickness and laid, with earth side down, on good grass
turf.

After the foundation of the green has been remodeled and we
are ready to lay the sod back on the green, instead of tamping the
relaid sod with a bare tamper, we tamp it on boards. The boards
we use are 7/8 by 10 inches, 16 feet long. A number of boards are
placed on the newly laid sod. The man with the tamper stands on
one board and tamps on the next adjacent board. In this way both
footprints and the impressions of the tamper are avoided and a
smooth, even surface is obtained. The sods quickly knit together,
and in two weeks' time one can hardly notice that sodding has been
done.


