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Annual Meeting of the Green Section, Chicago,
January 8 and 9, 1926

By R. A. Oakley

The Green Section celebrated its fifth anniversary at Chicago on
January 8 and 9. To those who are more or less intimately connected
with' it, it scarcely seems possible that five years have elapsed since
the Section was organized; but its record of growth and achieve-
ment fully accounts for the time it has been in existence. As a
matter of historical interest it may be stated that the first annual
meeting was held at Chicago in 1921; the second, at Pittsburgh in
1922; and the third and fourth, at New York, in 1923 and 1924. It
has been and doubtless will remain the custom to hold the Green
Section meeting as a part of the regular annual meeting of the
United States Golf Association. While three successful halfdays
were devoted to the program at each of the 1923 and 1924 annual
meetings, it was decided to have only two half-day sessions at the
Chicago meeting. One reason for this was to ascertain the interest
and staying qualities of the audience. If what are commonly ac-
cepted as indications are to be taken for guidance, next year's meet-
ing will cover at least three half-days. The Green Section was par-
ticularly fortunate in having Mr. Chas. O. Pfeil, president of the
Western Golf Association and vice-president of the United States
Golf Association, to act as chairman of its program. Mr. Pfeil is an
experienced. hand at presiding, and besides he knew most of the
audience more or less well, which is no small advantage. While the
Green Section was fortunate in having Mr. Pfeil act as chairman, it
was particularly unfortunate in that the condition of Dr. Piper's
health would not permit him to be present. To say that he was
greatly missed is indeed putting it lightly. The Green Section and
Dr. Piper are synonymous terms to most of the followers of that
organization. So it is only natural that the faithful who gathered
at the Drake Hotel were free in their expressions of disappointment
at his absence and of hope that next year he will be on hand with his
usual fund of knowledge and enthusiasm.

Of course it is always necessary to have a regularly scheduled
and printed program, but it is not always necessary to follow it.
This being the case, the first feature, which was a business session,
for good and sufficient reasons was held over until the morning
session on Saturday. After announcement was made to this effect,
the chairman called upon Mr. O. B. Fitts to lead off. He did so
with a paper entitled "Materials Commonly Used for Topdressing
Putting Greens." Mr. Fitts described the various materials used
for topdressing putting greens and discussed their use under various
conditions of soil and other environmental factors. \Vhen he stated
that sand alone is rarely satisfactory for topdressing greens it was
plainly seen that some of the members of the audience did not agree
with him. However, the evidence he presented was very convincing.
Mr. Fitts threw some photographs on the screen which showed very
strikingly the advantages of topdressing putting greens of creeping
bent with compost. Mr. Fitts' complete paper, as well as other tech-
nical papers presented at the meeting, will appear in early numbers
of the BULLETIN.

Mrs. G. A. Farley, secretary of the Cleveland District Golf Asso-
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ciation, followed Mr. Fitts on the program. She gave the high points
of the correspondence course in greenkeeping which the Cleveland
District Golf Association is now conducting. She explained that the
course is an official function of the Cleveland organization and that
the fee charged for it is merely enough to defray the cost of putting
it out. So far as known, this is the first correspondence course in
greenkeeping ever offered. Mrs. Farley was besieged with questions
after the meeting which is sufficient evidence of her success in
presenting the subject.

The chairman then called upon Mr. W. A. Alexander, a veteran
of the Chicago District and one of the Green Section's most ardent
supporters, for a brief talk. IVIr.Alexander responded with words of
genuine encouragement for the efforts of the Green Section. Noone
who heard him could have any doubt as to what he thinks of the
work the Green Section is doing.

Next came Mr. Leach, of the Bureau of Entomology, United
States Department of Agriculture. His paper was entitled "A
Method of Grub-Proofing Turf." Mr. Leach has done considerable
experimental work. along a new line of controlling soil-inhabiting
insects and worms, which involves the treatment of soil with chem-
icals poisonous to these pests but not injurious to the turf grasses.
To date Mr. Leach's best results have been with acid lead arsenate
and sodium silicoflourid mixed with the soil of the green before
seeding or planting the grass. Greens treated three years ago,
although having had ample opportunity to become infested with
grubs, particularly those of the Japanese beetle, and with earth.
worms, are still free from these pests. Some of Mr. Leach's experi-
ments were conducted in pots but many of them were conducted
in the field on the course of the Moorestown Field Club. His paper
was well illustrated with lantern slides. Mr. Leach's results point
clearly to the value of carefully conducted scientific research in turf
growing.

The Green Section was also favored by the presence of Mr. Le
Prince, of the Gorgas Memorial Institution, who very kindly spoke
for a few minutes' on the subject of mosquito control on golf courses.
Mr. Le Prince gave the advocates of the use of liquid manure some-
thing to think about when he stated that a trace of manure water
or sewerage in streams or drainage ditches increases the mosquito
population many-fold. He announced the willingness of his organiza-
tion to cooperate with golf clubs in mosquito control work. Mr. Le
Prince will be requested to write an article on this subject for an
early number of the BULLETIN.

The Green Section was further honored in having present, by
special invitation, Mr. C. A. Tregillus, manager of the Royal Canadian
Golf Association Green Section. Mr. Tregillus was called upon for
a few remarks, and in his clear and interesting manner told briefly
of the work of his organization. He emphasized specifically the
efforts to help golf clubs in the "back concessions" where there is
an abundance of enthusiasm, outdoors, flags, and tomato cans but
not an oversupply of funds for grass, architecture, construction, or
upkeep. Mr. Tregillus also spoke of the cooperative efforts of his
organization and the Dominion Department of Agriculture to develop
a supply of seed of seaside bent grass on Prince Edward Island,
where this grass occurs in abundance. Mr. Tregillus very gener-
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ously expressed appreciation for the heip the United States Golf
AssociatIon Green Section had given them.

After showing a motion picture on earthworm eradication the
afternoon session was brought to a close. There were approximately
125 in attendance.

Saturday morning's session brought out a larger audience than
was present on the previous afternoon. It opened with the report
of Mr. Rodman E. Griscom, chairman of the Committee on Green
Section, United States Golf Association. Mr. Griscom's report
covered the progress that has been made by the Green Section along
various lines, particularly in growth in membership and financial
resources. Dr. Piper's report was then read, covering in more detail
the growth and activities of the Green Section than was covered by
Mr. Griscom. General gratification was expressed at the announce-
ment that the Green Section membership had grown from 287 clubs
in 1921 to 886 in 1925, and that the growth had been accomplished
without an intensive membership campaign.

Election to membership on the Green Committee of the United
States Golf Association was next in order. The names of the men
elected appear on the title page of the BULLETIN. Following this
was the election of counsel for the Green Section; Mr. James Francis
Burke was elected to that position. This ended the business session.

The chairman asked President Vanderpool to say a few words
regarding the Green Section and particularly its future. Mr. Van-
derpool spoke vigorously of the Green Section's needs and of the
plans under consideration for placing the organization on a better
financial basis. Best of all however was his announcement that he
would be closely associated with the Green Section as its repre-
sentative on the United States Golf Association Executive Com-
mittee. This augurs well for the future of the organization.

Senator Brooks, of Minneapolis, who had already demonstrated
his devotion to the Green Section by coming all the way from Minne-
apolis with a broken shoulder and an arm duly braced and out of
commission, again rallied to the standard by announcing that the
Minneapolis District already had promised to contribute through
the Green Section to the experimental work that i~ being done in
cooperation with the Minneapolis Experiment Station. This state-
ment was greeted enthusiastically.

No less enthusiastic than Mr. Vanderpool in his remarks on the
Green Section work and its future was President-Elect Fownes.
What he had to say amounted to a pledge of his whole-hearted sup-
port for the project during his administration.

Mr. John Monteith, Jr., of the United States Department of
Agriculture, then discussed his work with brown-patch. He did
so in a very entertaining and instructive manner. His lantern slides
\vere a very helpful feature of his talk. The most important points
IVlr. Monteith brought out related to his success in isolating the
organism that causes the large brown-patch and also the one which
causes the small brown-patch, his ability to create the two forms of
brown-patch artificially by inoculation, and his results with mercuric
chlorid (corrosive sublimate) as a preventive and restorative agent.
'Vhile it is probably too early to draw definite conclusions, it would
seem that mercuric chlorid, if properly applied, may be expected to
be as efficacious as the chlorophenol mercury compounds, such as
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Semesan and Uspulun. However, much more work is necessary
before definite recommendations for its use can be made. Mr.
Monteith will continue his investigations with brown-patch, as there
is still a great deal to be learned about it.

The talk given by Mr. Alexander Friday afternoon and those by
Messrs. Vanderpool, Fownes, and Brooks during this session set the
stage for Mr. A. J. Hood, of Detroit, who asked permission of the
chairman to be permitted to express his views on the Endowment
fund. Mr. Hood spoke vigorously for an aggressive campaign to
raise the necessary funds. He announced that he had in mind a
plan which he would present to the committee in the very near
future. "Get the money and don't be too fussy about it," was Mr.
Hood's advice. He surely started something. Others had also been
thinking about the endowment fund and there was considerable dis-
cussion of it. Mr. Sol. Stix, chairman of the green committee of the
Ravisloe Country Club; Mr. Van Evera, of the Golf & Country Club,
Des Moines, Iowa; Mr. Davis, of Louisville, Ky.; Mr. Carr, of Des
Moines, Iowa; and others took part. Some excellent suggestions
were made, and all of those present were invited to send to 1VIr.
Vanderpool suggestions regarding the raising of the fund. While
the discussion of the endowment fund was not scheduled, it was
nevertheless one of the most important features of the morning's
session.

In the absence of Mr. George Sargent, Mr. Leonard Macomber,
of the Chicago District Green Section, was asked to start the sym-
posium on vegetative planting of bent greens. Mr. Macomber had,
as he expressed it, "jotted down a few notes on criticisms heard at
the Olympia Fields Country Club tournament last September, mostly
from professional golfers." He used these to open the subject. The
symposium was intended to give everyone who cared to do so an
opportunity to express his views on vegetative planting. The op-
ponents of the method were urged to come forward, as it was desired
to get a frank discussion of it. Unfortunately for a real free-for-all
di~cussion, the opponents were conspicuous by their absence. The
symposium however was a good one, and a number of experienced
men took part. These included Mr. Porter, of the Kittansett Club,
Marion, Mass.; Mr. Shea, of Oakland Hills Country Club; Mr.
A. J. Hood, of Detroit, Mich.; Mr. Boggs, of Cleveland; Dr. McClena-
han, of Washington, D. C.; President-Elect Fownes, of Pittsburgh;
Mr. Davis, of Louisville; Mr. Pirie, of Chicago; and 1\11'.Evans, of
Philadelphia. Much was said with regard to strains and their rela-
tive merits. There was almost unanimous agreement that no fair
criticism can be made of greens produced by the vegetative method
of planting good strains of creeping bent provided the greens are
r>roperly topdressed and kept cut close. Close cutting and relatively
frequent topdressing were stressed by nearly everyone who spoke.
It was after 1 o'clock when the meeting adjourned, but there was
no lagging of interest in it.

Criticism was freely expressed that two sessions are insufficient
for thp annual meeting of the Green Section, and it was urged that
at least three half-day sessions be held in the future. This will
probably be done.


