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How We Managed Our Creeping Bent Greens at Kirtland
Country Club
By Arthur Boggs

In September, 1923, the Kirtland Country Club, Willoughby, Ohio,
planted 18 greens with stolons of the Washington strain of creeping
bent, under the supervision of the Green Section of the United
States Golf Association. Owing to the great demand for this strain
of grass at that time we received a short shipment and had to thin
the plantings out. Consequently the following .season found us
struggling to cover the bare spots. By July, 1924, ,ve had succeeded
in filling in almost all of the bare spots, but it left us with a coarse,
ragged growth which made anything but a good putting surface,
although it certainly presented a fine appearance.

The first season we cut as close as our mowers would cut, and
until the greens were so slippery that you could hardly touch the
ball. We tried every method we could think of to correct this con-
dition; but when the turf was not cut close there ,vould remain a
grain to putt against or to putt across. During the second season
the changes in the growth were remarkable. The coarse leaves of
the grass changed to fine blades. The fluffy condition however re-
mained until June, when we raked the greens with a broom-rake
made of tempered wire and which brought to the surface all the
mat of long runners that first helped to spread over the bare spots
and cover the green. By cutting two ways we took off enough stolons
to cover an acre of land, and still had some to spare. Needless to
say, we topdressed immediately, and in ten days or two weeks we
had perfect putting surfaces without the grain or fluffy condition.
The crowding of this grass makes a finer blade which refines with
age and proper care.

Just before planting our greens to bent we raised the surface
of one green and used a part of our compost pile for the fill. This
compost was rich, fine soil; and we did not realize our mistake until
the season of 1925. This soil had caused such a rapid growth that
it was necessary to cut twice a day in order to keep good- putting
conditions; but this growth has been checked to some extent by the
use of poorer soil for the topdressing. In other words, we have
found a soil that is not too rich, and after screening it we apply it
as a topdressing, which holds the rapid growth in check and pro-
duces a finer blade.

One of our greens will not stand the rough treatment that we
gave the others; because it is in a sheltered location. It is located
at the bottom of a hill and is sheltered on three sides by trees, but
is exposed to the morning sun. \Ve gave this green the same treat-
ment as the others, but it failed to respond; so we have learned that
a green in such a location must be handled with care.

In February, 1924, small brown-patch developed on several of
our greens, but by Mayall traces of it had disappeared. During the
brown-patch season of 1925 the only evidence of a fungous disease
was that caused by over-watering; it was not however brown-patch,
but simply a thinning of the turf, which was not noticeable to the
layman. \Ve used chlorophenol mercury compounds on the greens
affected, and they quickly recovered.

The 'Vashington strain of creeping bent can not be cut evenly
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with the ordinary greens mower that we have been using, and we 
find a mower with a high-speed revolving cutter will give the best 
results. 

To sum up our experiences with this grass, we. find that we have 
a grass which will withstand the roughest kind of treatment and will 
grow under almost all conditions, will recover quickly, will crowd 
out all weeds, and with which we are able to give our members greens 
all of the same color and texture and which furnish perfect putting 
surfaces. 

Some U. S. Golf Association Decisions on the Rules of Golf 
A's ball lies in a water hazard (not in water). After striking at 

the ball twice in an attempt to play it out of the hazard he still lies 
4 in the hazard. Is he then permitted to lift the ball and drop it 
back of the hazard, taking a 1-stroke penalty as provided in Rule 
27, or, having once attempted to play the ball from the hazard, must 
he continue to play from the hazard or give up the hole? 

DECISION.—The player has the privilege of dropping the ball with 
the stroke penalty as provided by Rule 27 at any time and without 
regard to whether he has played the ball previously in the hazard. 

A finds his ball so lying that a large tree is directly between the 
ball and the hole. The ball is not in an unplayable lie, but A thinks 
it would be to his advantage to consider it an unplayable ball and to 
go back and play his next shot from where he played the former, 
adding a penalty stroke to his score. Would he be within both the 
spirit and the letter of golfing law if he took advantage of Rule 22 and 
called the ball unplayable? 

DECISION.—The player is the sole judge as to whether or not his 
ball is unplayable, and if he decides it is unplayable he may go back 
and play another ball, as provided for in Rule 22. 

I understand that the player having the lowest net score has the 
honor in playing the next hole; that is, it makes no difference 
whether the low score was secured through a handicap stroke, a 
bisque, two bisques, or otherwise, so long as it is the low net for 
the hole. 

DECISION.—The United States Golf Association has ruled on sev
eral occasions that the honor should go to the player making the 
lowest net score on any hole, as there is no reason why the high 
handicap player should not have the same honor privileges as the 
better player. 

Topdressing fairways.—If material and labor can be made avail
able for topdressing the fairways with compost reinforced with am
monium sulfate, the turf on the fairways will be benefitted enor
mously. Topdress them with loamy soil, if compost or ammonium 
sulfate is not available; but topdress them if you possibly can. This 
especially applies to the approach areas and such portions of the 
fairway on which a good shot from the tee will fall, say about 200 
yards from the tee. 


