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Meeting of the Greenkeepers' Association of the Philadelphia
Green Section

The greenkeepers of the Philadelphia district met for the fourth
time since their organizing, on the evening of February 5. They
were addressed by Mr. B. R. Leach, of the Japanese Beetle Labora-
tory, Riverton, N. J., on the subject of grubs, especially with ref-
erence to the past and present methods of treatment for grubs. Mr.
Leach explained a method of poisoning soil with a view to making
it immune to grubs.

Each meeting of the association proves of great interest, general
discussions taking place with regard to course maintenance, equip-
ment, and various other matters. The next meeting of the asso-
ciation will be on March 8, when the principal topic of discussion will
be the conditioning of the ~ourse in the spring. Each member has
promised to come prepared to take par~ in the discussion.

Rolling the Fair\vays and Putting Greens
It is always advisable to roll both the fairways and the putting

greens in the spring after the frost has left the ground. This rolling
is necessary to firm the soil and smooth out the small irregularities
in the surface caused by the action of frost and to settle the soil firmly
around the roots of the grass. During the remainder of the year just
sufficient rolling to keep the surface soil of the green firm is all that
is advisable.
It is very important that rolling should never be attempted when

the soil is in a soggy condition; that is, rolling should be: doile only
when there is no excess of moisture in the soil. This is es.pecially true
in the case of heavy soils. ' .

The weight of roller to use and the amount ot rolling necessary
to get desirable results vary considerably according to the type of soil.
Light or sandy soils require and will bear more rolling and the use
of heavier rollers than will heavy soils. The average weight of rolle.r
best suited to use on putting greens is probably between 175 and 225
pounds, depending more or less on the type of soil to be r.olled and the
diameter of the roller in relation to its length. A roller.~18 inches in
diameter should weigh approximately 100 pounds per foot in length.
If the diameter of the roller is less than 18 inches the weight per foot
in length should be reduced proportionately, and vice versa. A
single-unit roller not more than 2 feet in length is probably the most
satisfactory for rolling putting greens. This length permits the roller
to follow the contour of the green better than does a greater length.
However, if a longer roller is desired it should be made in sections of
not more than 2 feet each and should be so constructed as to permit
each section to turn independently of the others. This lessens the
danger of inj uring the turf in turning the roller around. /

For fairways the weight of the roller per foot in length should
probably be a little more in proportion to the diameter than that
suggested for the putting-green roller. The gang type of roller, so
constructed as to permit each unit to follow the contour of the surface
and turn independently of the other units, gives very satisfactory
results.


