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Native Trees, Shrubs, and Flowers for Golf Courses 
Part II. Spring Planting 

By P. L. Ricker, President, National Wild Flower Preservation Society 

In the October number of last year's BULLETIN the first part of 
this article gave extensive planting directions and suggestions for the 
fall. In the present number the object and needs for wild-flower 
preservation work will be explained. 

One can hardly appreciate the wealth of beautiful spring flowers 
that greeted the vision of the first settlers of the country. Agricul
tural and real-estate development, necessary companions of progress, 
have cleared millions of acres of wild land, and fires annually take 
their toll of additional thousands of acres. On much of the burned 
land neither forests nor attractive flowers will return for many years 
except by replanting. Fires not only destroy the flowers and seeds, 
and incidentally much food for birds, but they destroy humus in the 
soil, which is necessary for plant growth, and the soil bacteria, which 
aid in converting decaying vegetation into humus. 

Wild-flower protection has generally been considered purely of 
sentimental value; but on the contrary many of the attractive wild 
flowers form an important part of the ground cover which prevents 
erosion, particularly on wooded slopes. Foresters have long pro
claimed that forested slopes hold back the delivery of rains to the 

streams, thereby preventing 
floods and the drying up of 
streams in the summer. As a 
matter of fact, it is almost en
tirely the forest ground cover, 
usually of attractive herbaceous 
plants, that is the principal 
agency, and without this ground 
cover on forested slopes the 
trees would have the soil all 
washed away from their roots 
by continued heavy rains and 
would be destroyed. 

As far as now known, only 
one attractive flowering plant 
seems to be completely extermi
nated in the wild state; this is 
the Franklinia, named for Ben
jamin Franklin and originally 
found on a tract of about 2 
acres in Georgia. The tree is 
about the size of the swamp 
magnolia, and with similar-ap
pearing flowers. For a time it 
was frequently found in cultiva
tion ; but few of these plants are 
now to be found. 

The rhododendron has attractive white, pink. F l o w e r s a r e n o t n e r P S S a H l v 
•r purplish flowers, and in mass plantings . . n u w e i S d i e IIOL n e c e s s a r i l y 

is very effective the accompaniment o f t h e 
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warmer months, for chickweed 
and dandelion can frequently be 
found on sunny southern slopes 
and protected nooks from Novem
ber to February, and the skunk-
cabbage of the East and the ava
lanche-lily and snow-plant of the 
West often seem to delight in ac
tually forcing their way through 
the snow as soon as it has been re
duced to a thin layer. 

The flowering dogwood is one of 
the most attractive of our early 
spring flowers, similar species be
ing found both East and West. It 
is one of the principal incentives 
for getting people to take walks 
and rides to the country in the 
early spring, and as a roadside 
decoration it is unexcelled; yet it 
is the most ruthlessly destroyed of 
any of our native woody plants, 
and most of the flowers wilt and 
are thrown away before they can 
be placed in water. It is the State 
flower of Virginia, and an attempt 
is now being made there to have a 
law passed for its protection. 

Combined with the dogwood as a 
roadside ornamental, and flower

ing at the same time, the redbud, or Judas tree, is unequaled. It is 
found wild over much of the same range, and both are extensively 
handled by nurserymen. An Asiatic species of the redbud is also 
common in cultivation in the West. 

The trailing arbutus, the State flower of Massachusetts, is more 
or less completely exterminated in many localities due to the custom 
of pulling up long roots with the flowers. If short flowering stems 
were cut, however, little damage would be done. It may be trans
planted to an acid soil bed if plenty of soil is taken up with the roots, 
and in acid soil the seeds grow readily. 

Mountain laurel, usually a bush 3 to 20 feet tall and occasionally 
a tree up to 35 feet high, is found very sparingly in northern New 
England but increases in abundance toward the South and is rarely 
found far west of the Mississippi River. It has one of the most 
attractive flowers, and is the State flower of Connecticut. Individual 
bushes should not be cut heavily for flowers or for the leaves for 
decorative purposes oftener than once in three to five years. It grows 
best in open woods or a partially shaded situation. 

Rhododendron does best on a northerly exposure or in partial 
shade and requires an acid soil bed. Large group plantings are very 
effective. It is found sparingly on hillsides and mountain slopes in 
the Northeastern States, and is most abundant in similar situations 

The flowering dogwood is most effective for 
roadside plantings 
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from Pennsylvania to North Carolina. Similar species are found on 
mountain slopes of the extreme Western States. 

Large beds of white, blue, or yellow violets in partially shaded 
situations are about the easiest and most satisfactory for a beginner's 
wild garden. They do not require acid soil, except for the pansy 
violet, and furnish an abundance of flowers for picking, some of the 
blue kinds flowering for several months. 

Mountain laurel has an attractive pink flower and is adapted to hedges, background, 
and mass planting in the East 

While it is nature's method to drop most wild seed to the ground 
in the fall so that they get an immediate start or may be frozen during 
the winter to crack the seed coat and make germination easier, most 
of the seed may also be planted in the spring, selecting for it a situa
tion as nearly similar as possible to that in which the plant normally 
grows. One-half to 1 inch deep is sufficient, and the seeds are thus 
not as likely to be picked up by birds as with surface broadcasting. 

Although fall is the preferred time for most transplanting 
(answering the most frequently asked question), any time of year 
will do, except for evergreens, which are best transplanted either 
spring or fall just before the new growth starts. Most other plants 
may be readily moved at any time during the growing season if the 
surrounding soil is first well saturated with water and allowed to dry 
out somewhat so that a large portion of soil may be moved without 
disturbing the roots. After replanting, a second heavy watering is 
desirable. 

In making an acid soil bed that will be permanent, a good-sized 
bed should be excavated to a depth of 2J/> to 3 feet and well lined 
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sides and bottom with layers of coarse and then fine rocks of non-
alkaline reaction. This will help to keep out the larger neutral and 
lime soil angleworms that might otherwise interfere with the acid 
bed. The hole should then be filled in with good loam mixed with 
about one-half of decaying chips, pine needles, or oak, laurel, or 
magnolia leaves, or sawdust that has rotted four or five years may 
be substituted. The plants, after being planted in such a bed, should 
be well mulched every fall with some of this same organic material 
in order that the proper soil acidity may be maintained. 

The trailing: arbutus may be transplanted to an acid soil-bed and mulched with pine needles 
and oak leaves 

Decisions on the Rules of Golf, by the Royal and Ancient 
of St. Andrews 

A is dormy 3. B wins the 16th hole and takes the honour at the 
17th, which is halved. Who takes the honour at the 18th—A, who 
has won the long match, or B, who had the last honour? 

Decision.—A, who has won the long match, takes the honour. 

(1) Is it permissible to touch the ground behind the hole in order 
to point out the line of a putt ? (2) Is the hole lost because the player's 
partner or caddie holds a club behind the hole to indicate the line of 
putt, while the putt is being played? 

Decision.— (1) No. (2) Yes. No mark may be placed. 

In a match, A's ball lay 40 yards from the hole. Can A remove a 
loose impediment from the putting green ? 

Decision.—Yes; see Rule 28 (1). The words "irrespective of the 
position of the player's ball" enable the player to lift a loose impedi
ment from the putting green when his ball lies on the putting green, 
or through the green, or in a hazard. 


