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Golf Courses in South America and the Canal Zone
The following letter written from the Canal Zone by Dr. Maynard

M. Metcalf, of Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, to our late
chairman, Prof. C. V. Piper, detailing the difficulties encountered
and the successes achieved in the construction of a number of the
important golf courses in South America and the Canal Zone, it is
thought will be of general interest to golfers. Dr. Metcalf's trip to
these countries was made during the late months of 1925.-Editors.

Ancon, Canal Zone, January 15, 1926.
DEAR PROFESSOR PIPER:

Your letters of introduction have surely been an "open sesame"
for all the golf courses visited. Your letters to Mr. Alexander G.
Nicholson, of the Golf Club Argentino, Buenos Aires, and Mr. John
Anderson, of the Valparaiso Golf Club, Valparaiso, brought me such
attention from them as to be almost embarrassing. They, by the
way, are the two best men I have met for golf development problems.

Mr. Nicholson has a beautiful home in Palermo, near the Golf
Club Argentino, of which he is captain and of which he has fre-
quently been champion, his wife usually being woman champion of
the club as well as of the Argentine. He is giving close study to the
problems of his club. His course is much the best I have seen-sound
in fundamentals of golf and having evidence of careful attention to
refinements as well. Traps and ridges are so shaped as to add to
the picturesqueness, and care is taken not to obscure, for a player
whose ball lies where it should, the view of his next landing-place
or the most picturesque outlook. Sand slashes against green banks
are used in front of and behind greens to aid judgment of distance,
and they are so treated as never to be ugly but rather add to the view.
Flags are orange-colored with blue centers and vice versa, avoiding
red, which is always bad for judging distance. Trees and shrubs
are well used, but always well out of the line of play, except for two
holes where they are hazards, one 135-yard hole requiring a carry
over a grove. The Bermuda grass fairways are excellent. Nicholson
is starting creeping bent. On this perfectly flat, swampy piece of
ground has been built a course that is sound, demanding placement
for distance and direction and calling for a full variety of shots-a
beautifully picturesque course.

This has all been very expensive, $300,000 for earth-fills alone.
But the point is, that the result is fundamentally good and full of re-
fined touches that are a positive pleasure to see. Nicholson is in-
valuable to East Coast golf. He is upholding and is exemplifying
in his course the very highest golf standards, not surpassed in our
best courses in the States. Phelps, the professional at the Argentine
Golf Club, is also strong in the construction end of the game. He
makes a good running mate for Nicholson.

I've dwelt a bit on this course and these men, for in them, so far
as I have seen, is the chief assurance of sound development of golf
standards on the East Coast.

I did not see the course at Mar del Plata, which Nicholson and
Phelps and everyone else says is much the best of the East Coast
courses, its uneven ground adding much interest.

There are 22 courses in the Argentine, two of them private
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courses. I saw thoroughly four of them. All were, of course, on 
flat ground, but they were mostly well planned, though none of the 
others had the refinements seen at the Argentine Golf Club. Num
ber 10 at San Andraes, a mid-iron or mashie water hole in front of 
the club-house, is, I think, the most picturesque hole I have ever seen 
on a flat course. 

No. 10 Hole at the San Andraes, near Buenos Aires, as seen from the porch of the Clubhouse. The 
tee is indicated by the inverted V at the right of the water, and the green by the inverted V at 

the left of the picture. 

One hole at Ituzaingo (near Buencs Aires) is unique in my ex
perience—a mid-iron or long mashie hole so constructed as to de
mand a pitch-and-run shot. The front half of the green is a beau
tifully even saucer; the back half is elevated about four feet so that 
the bound of a ball pitched to this part of the green would be unpre
dictable. With the flag on the back half of the green, only a pitch-
and-run shot will serve, for there is a trap short of the green to pre
vent a run-up shot. This seems to me excellent construction, com
pelling mastery of this pitch-and-run. I believe every course should 
be so constructed as to compel a good variety of shots. 

San Andraes (Buenos Aires) has one creeping bent green and 
a nursery for this grass. The main defect of the Argentine courses 
is in the character of their putting-green turf. I prophesy that 
within a few years all will be of creeping bent, stolon-planted. 

In Uruguay there are four courses, all at or near Montevideo. Of 
these I played two. That of the Uruguayan Golf Club, at Punta 
Carretas (9 holes), is on rolling ground, and is thoroughly well-
constructed on excellent plans made by Phelps, the professional at 
the Argentine Golf Club, of Buenos Aires. It has very good fair
way turf, and needs only good quality of grass on its putting greens 
to compare favorably with the best courses anywhere. The course is 
along the ocean shore and commands picturesque views of shore and 
water and city. 

Golf club-houses on the East Coast are adequate and good but 
not extravagant. The chief investment is in golf, not in private 
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hotels. Initiation fees and dues are moderate, being on a level with 
those in Britain rather than in the United States. An average for 
annual dues would be, say, $35. Green fees are about 75 cents a 
day, but on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays higher ($2 at the Ar
gentine Club). 

On the West Coast I saw courses at Santiago, Valparaiso, Anto-
fagasta, Iquique and Lima. I wasn't able to see any of the other 
eight. One who has not seen the desert conditions on the West Coast 
can not imagine the difficulties to be overcome on some of these 
courses. In Santiago and Lima, flat ground and abundant water for 
irrigation allow the development of good turf. Both courses seem 
well planned. Both are introducing creeping bent greens. Lack of 
interest from the flat ground is compensated by wonderful views of 
the snow-capped Andes, and at Lima is added the sea, less than a 
mils away, with mountainous islands off shore. 

Clubhouse of the Golf Club Argentine at Palermo, Buenos Aires. 

High hills, deep gullies, with absolute desert (in summer) on the 
land of the Valparaiso Golf Club impress one with the boldness and 
courage of John Anderson, who saw, in mind, and built the golf 
course. He has found a way to get abundant water for putting 
greens and for fairways just short of the greens. He has half a 
dozen fine nurseries of creeping bent and has enough creeping bent 
turf for sodding one green. From southern Chile he got seed which 
has given him the most beautiful Colonial bent turf I ever saw. Yet 
in spite of the perfection of this sod he plans to use creeping bent 
on his greens, counting on its superior ability in self-repair. 

But the remarkable thing in Anderson's work is his finding 
strains of Bermuda and of Chewings' fescue which stand the seven 
months or more of summer drought. Each of these gives a thick, 
springy turf which in summer turns brown but retains a very good 
playing quality. Anderson is a dogged and determined student, an 
experimenter, courageous enough to tackle seeming impossibilities 
and keen enough to win out. He would be a very valuable man on 
our California courses; no one better could be found. 
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An amazing and interesting thing occurred at Valparaiso. Your 
office sent Anderson some Bermuda stolons, and he got the box from 
the post office and found they grew well in spite of the long drying 
en route from Washington. Two months later Anderson found the 
post office had overlooked nine other boxes of these stolons. He took 
them, soaked them in water for 48 hours, and planted them. I saw 
the patch—with most of the stolons sprouting well; and this after 
three months' drying in the air. Bent stolons reach South America 
from the United States uninjured by drying if the sods are rolled 
with the roots inward and are tied in burlap. 

145-yard Hole on the Valparaiso Golf Club's course, viewed from the tee. 

At Antofagasta, Chile, is perhaps the most interesting course I 
have seen—not a sprig of green on the course, good sand greens, 
fairways of dusty soil raked clear of stones and giving about as much 
run as a medium-soft turf, rough of similar soil unraked, the scattered 
small stones making a rough to be dreaded, though playable. Nu
merous gullies well placed, and artificial ridges well planned, give 
fundamentally sound gclf. It is a real course, but surely a strange 
one. 

At Iquique is a course laid out over loose sand, so deep as to make 
walking difficult, a course which is one huge sand-trap. One mem
ber said the course was 6,700 yards in length. If so, its par must 
be about 90. Instead of laughing at this course one feels rather 
how unconquerable is the spirit of golf that will not acknowledge 
the impossibility of such conditions. 
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Except at Lima, the club-houses on the West Coast are not so 
large as to involve great expense, and dues are, if anything, lower 
than on the East Coast. At Lima they are building a large club
house with both outdoor and indoor swimming pools, accessible to 
the golf course, the polo field, and tennis courts. It will have numer
ous guest-rooms, and they hope golfers from North America will 
come down in the wintertime to live at the club-house and enjoy the 
sport fields, the beautiful mountain and ocean views, and the balmy 
air on the broad porches. They are discussing a plan to get a group 
of the best professionals to tour the South American courses and 
give added impetus to the already strong golf movement in these 
countries. 

Each coast has its own special golf pest which is proving hard to 
combat. In the Argentine the mole-cricket devours both putting 
green and fairway turf. They are fighting it, at large expense, 
chiefly with carbon disulfid, but have not worked out a completely 
satisfactory technique. At Valparaiso a small burrowing rat does 
great damage to the fairways, making bad holes and earth piles. 
Fortunately they seldom work on the greens, apparently because 
they are more frequented by the players than any other parts of 
the course. At present these are killed by shooting, but experiments 
with poisoning are being tried—rat biscuit, poisoned wheat, and 
especially calcium cyanid. 

Clubhouse of the Panama Golf Club, built after the style of the native rural homes. The lofty peak 
of the roof (50 feet high) takes up the heat, making the restaurant below always cool. 

I wish the Green Section could help Nicholson solve the mole-
cricket problem. It is really a wretched thing. He is having carbon 
disulfid punched into the soil every 15 inches, and the punch holes 
immediately plugged with mud. This is followed by abundant water
ing to preserve the grass from injury. The method works, but is 
laborious, and so is expensive. 

Any information you wish about South American golf you can 
doubtless best obtain from Nicholson and Anderson, two as good men 
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for construction and upkeep problems as you will find anywhere.
Nicholson is an artist.

You know' Panama courses, so I don't need to report on these
at any length. The Panama Golf Club has a beautiful piece of rolling
land with fine natural hazards (one improperly placed, as the course
is now planned) ; there are beautiful trees and great views of sea
and mountains; but to bring out the best golf some construction is
needed, especially at the greens. The Gatun Golf Club has side-
hill ground in large part. The course needs thought and construc-
tion work. The Fort Amador course is on flat ground, with very
few hazards, and these peculiar. One hole, for example, No.2, has
its fairway along the bottom of a moat with high twilled sides, so
that a ball could hardly be driven off the fairway. At Pedro Miguel
are the beginnings of a 9-hole course.

On all the Isthmus courses the fairway turf is good. That at
the Panama course is the undisturbed native grass of the plains.
All the courses have Bermuda greens, pretty good for Bermuda. I
prophesy that within ten years they will be using creeping bent.
Leaf-cutting ants are something of a nuisance, but are not serious.

Again, most cordial thanks for your fine letters, which have
opened all courses to me and have brought me every courtesy.

Faithfully yours,
MAYNARD M. METCALF.

The "Bulletin" appreciated in France.-"In sending you enclosed
cheque for 1926 membership dues, may I tell you how valuable, in
practice, I have found your BULLETIN-SO far, of course, as it is
applicable to European conditions? I always tell my friends who
admire our greens, which are better than ordinary, how much I owe
to you and your BULLETIN, and that the Americans have forgotten
more about greenkeeping than we are likely to know."-Dennett
Barry, directeur, Le Touquet Golf Club, Le Touquet, Pas-de-Ca!ais,
France.

New member clubs of the Green Section.-Audubon Country Club,
Louisville, Ky.; JYlohawk Golf Club, Tiffin, Ohio; vVequetonsing Golf
Club, Harbor Springs, Mich.; Southmoor Country Club, Palos Park,
Ill.; Evergreen Golf Club, Chicago, Ill.; North Haven Golf Club,
North Haven, :Me.; Boothbay Golf Club, Boothbay, Me.; Summerville
Club, Summerville, S. C.; Indianwood Golf and Country Club, Orion,
~iich.; Ocean City HarbOl's, Ocean City, N. J.; Oakwood Golf Club,
Kansas City, Mo.; Yale Golf Course, New Haven, Conn.; Fountain
Spl'ing Country Club, Ashland, Pa.

l\lanur.2 and crab grass seeds.-Crab grass is common in certain
kinds of hay, and in this manner the seeds reach the manure pile
rather abundantly. However, crab grass seeds will probably not
stand composting for more than six months, and certainly not for
more than a year. There is, therefore, likelihood of viable crab grass
seeds being introduced to greens in the use of manure not much
over six months old.


