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A Condensed Report on the Twin City Green Section Since It
Was Organized" and How It Has Functioned To Date

By J. S. Clapper

The Twin City Green Section was organized in Minneapolis in
February, 1922, by Senator W. F. Brooks, of Minneapolis, a director
of the United States Golf Association Green Section. Senator
Brooks sent letters to the clubs in Minneapolis and St. Paul ex-
plaining the purpose of the meeting and the valuable work the
United States Golf Association Green Section at Washington was
doing for the golf clubs throughout the country. There were 12
clubs represented at this first meeting, and it was unanimously
agreed that such an organization in this section, to carryon the
work as outlined by the United States Golf Association Green Sec-
tion, would be helpful in improving golfing conditions as well as
directing the work of greenkeepers along more practical and eco-
nomical lines. The questions of annual dues and purchasing of sup-
plies for clubs were thoroughly discussed, and a general program
was outlined for the work during the summer months. It was pro-
posed that the annual dues be set at $5 per club for the first year.
This proposition met with approval. No further assessments were
ever made, as the Section has not yet been in need of additional funds.
A committee was appointed to send out inquiries to the different
clubs in order to ascertain their requirements in seeds and other
supplies, also to secure prices and supervise the purchase.

The program outlined for the season was to secure the attendance
of as many of the greenkeepers and chairmen of green committees
as possible, and to hold meetings about twice each month at the
various clubs, spending the afternoon in going over the course for
the purpose of discussing the problems of green maintenance and
general upkeep of the golf course.

The actual results and savings to the clubs the first year on col-
lective buying failed to justify further consideration or efforts along
that line and it was decided that a great saving to all clubs could be
effected by devoting the same efforts to other and more important
matters.

The real fun and interest started at our first meeting, which was
held on one of the best courses in the district, 'where the greens were
really wonderful. They had been planted about 20 years before
and had been under the constant care of a very efficient greenkeeper
and were almost perfect. One chairman of one of the green com-
mittees had read the Departnlent of Agriculture bulletin on the iden-
tification of grasses by their vegetative characters, and he started
to tell what he knew about it, and there was a real cause for argu-
nlent and dispute. The first question asked was, what grass was in
the greens? The answer promptly came that the greens were en-
tirely of bluegrass. The old greenkeeper explained his method of
seeding them to bluegrass every spring, and made the statement that
since the greens had been in his care not one pound of seed of any
other kind of grass had been sown. The facts, however, were that
the greens, when first seeded, had been seeded with a mixture con-
taining German bent, and consequently were almost entirely bent
grass; also that in some unknown manner Poa irivialis had gotten
into the greens, and where the bent had not fully filled in there were
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patches of this very beautiful grass. The man with the small knowl
edge of grasses started in to dispute the greenkeeper, and attempted 
to identify the grass. Of course, he lost whatever popularity he may 
have possessed, for practically every representative at the meeting 
planned to sow their greens heavily with bluegrass. 

It was not until the middle of the summer, when Professor Car
rier visited us, that we really began to learn something about the 
grasses with which we had been working. In his graphic way he 
explained to us the differences and showed us the characteristics un
der the microscope; and the old greenkeeper retired in disgust. He 
also showed us, by cutting into the green, how the cross-section 
showed the various topdressing treatments that had been made from 
time to time. It was a revelation to all; and there and then the real 
interest and education work started with the Twin City Section. We 
felt, for the first time, that we had achieved something worth while, 
and we had a realization of how little we really knew about condi
tions, and of how we had been going ahead in a blind sort of a way 
spending the clubs' money foolishly. This particular club, as well as 
others, had been spending around $500 each spring for bluegrass 
seed for these wonderful greens. It is doubtful if, out of the hun
dreds of* pounds of seed sown, there were one hundred plants that 
had survived; in fact, a thorough search failed to reveal any blue-
grass plants. 

The meetings continued through the season, although we found 
it difficult to get the old greenkeepers sufficiently interested to attend 
regularly. All old-time notions and practices were being upset by 
recommendations from the United States Golf Association Green 
Section and articles appearing4 in the monthly BULLETIN. It was 
found later that by changing the name of our meetings from "Chair
men of Green Committees Meeting" to "Greenkeepers' Meeting," 
with some particular subject for them to discuss at each meeting, 
they became more interested and looked forward to these meetings 
with a greater interest. 

Late in the fall one of our members visited the Arlington Experi
ment Farm near Washington and had the first opportunity of seeing 
the plots of different strains of creeping bent being propagated by 
the United States Golf Association Green Section. Samples were 
sent to Minneapolis, which were planted late in November. Mr. 
J. A. Hunter, secretary of the Section, sent to Washington for sam
ples, which he planted in flats and placed in his greenhouse. These 
were exhibited at some of our winter meetings, and every club pres
ent wanted to get started with this wonderful grass. It was first 
thought advisable to start a community nursery and produce the grass 
in quantities for each club; but the idea was abandoned, and several 
clubs secured stolons and started their own nurseries in a small 
way. The progress has been very satisfactory, and at this writing 
nearly every club has one or more bent greens, while many have all 
their greens of pure bent. 

Many of the smaller clubs in Minnesota and western Wisconsin 
became interested in the grass and the wonderful work the Section 
was doing. They were furnished stolons for nurseries, with in
structions how to plant and produce the grass, and in some cases 
an experienced man went to the smaller clubs, without charge, to 
instruct them in the vegetative method of planting their greens. 
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During the summer Senator Brooks carried on a series of ex
periments at the Minikahda Club. Some of the fairways had become 
infested with "knot-grass" and other weeds, until the fairway grass 
was practically crowded out. This experimental work showed won
derful results, and a report was made at the Green Section meeting 
held at the Country Club in St. Louis late that season. , 

The work accomplished during this season was most encouraging, 
and was discussed at the winter meetings. The clubs were all very 
enthusiastic over results, and could see increased benefits from past 
experiences, by continuing the work, and everyone looked forward 
to the opening of spring and the first meeting at one of the clubs. 

During the following July, Dr. Piper spent a few days with us, 
and we had our first demonstration of the vegetative method of 
planting bent, on one of the greens at the Minneapolis Club. This 
planting and its growth were watched with a great deal of interest 
and soon removed any doubt that might have existed in the minds 
of the greenkeepers or members. By the end of the second season 
the old greenkeepers, who had put little faith in the organization or 
work to start with, were the strongest believers and were doing their 
full part. 

Senator Brooks continued experimental work through the season 
of 1923, in improving conditions on the fairways at the Minikahda 
Club, with wonderful success. He made a full report at the annual 
meeting of the United States Golf Association Green Section, held 
in New York, which was later published in T H E BULLETIN. His 
report resulted in many clubs throughout the United States taking 
advantage of his experiments, with greatly improved conditions on 
their courses. 

Mr. Hunter had planted a fair-sized nursery of bent at the Min
neapolis Club, and used the stolons for planting some of the old 
greens to bent, under the "Hackbarth method." This work was 
purely experimental. At first it did not look very encouraging, but 
by correcting the first mistakes some of the most ideal and beautiful 
bent greens we have were produced by this method. Besides, the 
greens were held out of play only a very short time. 

A regular meeting was planned for and held in February, 1924. 
It was a great success. Over 250 clubs throughout the Northwest 
were sent special invitations. We had a large attendance. The 
meeting opened at 1 o'clock p. m., adjourned at 6 o'clock for the ban
quet, and convened again for the evening session at 7 o'clock, which 
continued until 11.30. Every minute was crowded with interesting 
talks. Dr. R. A. Oakley came from Washington to deliver an ad
dress at both the afternoon and evening sessions. The valuable in
formation obtained was a revelation to everyone; and since that 
time we have hardly had a meeting but what some man had come 
several hundred miles to get new knowledge which he was sure he 
might obtain. The work that summer was active as to meetings 
at the golf clubs, and we were again favored by the United States 
Golf Association Green Section, and Dr. Oakley was again able to 
be with us. 

During the season of 1925 we took up with Dr. Piper the advan
tages of establishing an experiment station at the University Farm, 
St. Paul, and our suggestion was promptly accepted. Mr. Cary, of 
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the University Farm, was induced to take up the work along with 
his other duties. Samples of many strains of bent grass were se
cured, and the work was started. The Twin City Section held one 
of their fall meetings at the University Farm, to observe the work 
and inspect the grasses. The results were so pronounced and the 
future so promising that the Twin City Section pledged its support, 
and Senator Brooks was instructed to advise Dr. Piper that we 
would contribute $500 to carry on the work under the direction of 
the United States Golf Association Green Section, and this was an
nounced by Senator Brooks at the United States Golf Association 
Green Section's annual meeting in Chicago in January, 1926. 

We believe that, from a purely educational standpoint, the Twin 
City Section has contributed as much, if not more, exact informa
tion to the clubs tributary to the Section, and with less cost, than 
has any local section in the country. The great interest in the work 
and the organization has never lagged from the start, and increases 
as time goes by and more practical knowledge is gained. 

While we are not unmindful of what Dr. Piper, Dr. Oakley and 
Prof. Carrier contributed to the success of this work, there are a 
few individuals that deserve a great deal of credit for organizing the 
Section and pushing the work to a successful conclusion, and to these 
men we all feel deeply grateful. They are Senator W. F. Brooks and 
Messrs. J. A. Hunter, Charles Van Ness, E. M. Barrows and Charles 
Erickson. The efforts of these gentlemen, together with the help
ful suggestions from Washington and the monthly BULLETIN, were 
the foundation on which we have built up a strong and practical or
ganization for the upbuilding of golf courses along more economical 
and satisfactory lines. 

Peat and Humus 
Notwithstanding the frequent references which have appeared 

in T H E BULLETIN to the harmful effects that have followed the use 
of peat in the preparation of the soil bed for turf and as an ingredi
ent of compost, numerous inquiries are still received with regard to 
the use of humus on the golf course. These inquiries appear to be 
prompted by the fact that the fertilizing value of peat is highly 
exploited and that its supply is relatively abundant and it is easily 
marketed. While it is true that in some sections of the country 
excellent crops of vegetables can be produced on peaty lands, and that 
peat is a form of humus, and that humus in some form is necessary 
for the growth of nearly all kinds of vegetation, including grass, it 
does not follow that peat will benefit the turf grasses. Indeed, 
experiments have shown that, on the contrary, peat is decidedly 
deleterious to the growth of turf grasses. To clarify the matter it 
is perhaps necessary that the difference between humus as it occurs 
naturally and commercialized humus be clearly understood. Humus, 
strictly speaking, is organic matter undergoing a process of decay. 
Peat is really pickled organic matter, in which the decay is prac
tically nil. It is undecayed humus which has been started upon a 
transition into coal. It has the color and much of the texture of a 
rich black loam; but it will not decay, nor will it furnish any food 
available for plant growth. 


