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Birds of the Golf Course 
The Killdeer 

By W. L. McAtee 

A bird the size of a robin on stilts, and which, with those stilts, 
runs not hops, on golf courses anywhere in our country, is likely to 
be a killdeer. On closer inspection the bird is seen to be grayish-
brown above, and white below, with a black collar, and a black band 
across the chest. In flight the reddish brown rump and white wing 
bars are conspicuous. The killdeer has suggested its popular name 
by its usual piercing cry, but it utters other calls, especially when 
flying. It likes to make long sweeping flights over its favorite fields 
and fairways, sometimes calling wildly, a pastime it resorts to by 
night, especially moonlit ones, as well as by day. On the ground the 
killdeer steps sedately, or can run swiftly. Single birds or small 
companies are seen at most times of year, but the parents with 
their three or four spotted, downy young, form charming family 
groups in midspring. 

One of the great 
group of shore birds, 
frequenters of beaches 
and shallow pools, the 
killdeer has so de
parted from the habits 
of its kin as to have 
become preponder
antly an upland bird. 
The smooth sides of 
pastured hills attract 
it and golf fairways 
seem especially made 
to fit its tastes. It is 
more than a charming The Kiiideer 
ornament to t h e m 
also, for it is an active foe of many of the insects and other pests of 
golf courses. 

Various forms of small animal life furnish almost the entire diet 
of the killdeer, the few seeds and other vegetable objects consumed 
being taken quite incidentally. Our long-legged friend feeds upon 
the dung beetles which dig holes and cast up heaps of earth on putting 
greens; it is fond of ants and earthworms with similar annoying 
habits; and dotes on white grubs which are anathema to the green-
keeper who is trying to maintain good putting surfaces. Grass-feed
ing insects collectively are a great drain on the vitality of fairway 
greenery and their work becomes especially noticeable and vexatious 
when combined with dry weather or some other destructive climatic 
influence. The killdeer busies itself more or less the year round in 
reducing the numbers of such pests, among them cutworms and other 
caterpillars, grasshoppers, leafhoppers, wireworms, and larvae of 
craneflies and March flies. Mole crickets which cause damage by 
their long runways like the moles for which they are named, and 
crawfishes whose holes and towers of earth can not be tolerated on 
golf courses, although the "crawdads" themselves seem supremely 
unaware of the fact, both have a foe in the killdeer. 
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In short, this bird is a good friend of the greenkeeper and should

be protected and encouraged whenever possible. Killdeers are likely
to lay their four large, speckled eggs anywhere on open ground, and
when a clutch of eggs is discovered, it will help to place a screen over
it that will protect it from flying balls or careless feet and yet give
the birds free access to it. Preventing cats and dogs from overrun-
ning the course, and checking predatory wild animals, will go far to
assure the safety of killdeers and other bird friends of the golf
course.

Harping on One String
Whatever its original meaning may have been, the expression

"harping on one string" now carries with it an implied rebuke.
Individuals are said to harp on one string when they indulge in the
repetition of a statement or a thesis to the extent that it becomes tire-
some or obnoxious to the listener. Generally speaking, those who
harp on one string do so as a matter of habit and without a particular
object in view. In such cases little or no good results from it, fre-
quently much harm. Sometimes, however, it succeeds in accom-
plishing a real purpose regardless of the psychological or verbal
protest of the victim.

The Green Section has been accused of harping on one string.
It admits guilt, acknowledges the corn, but pleads justification.
Time after time THE BULLETIN,in article or paragraph or medita-
tion, has attacked useless, wasteful, and harmful practices and
spurious products. Those who have ever essayed the role of educator
know that educating the public is a slow process, and that to get a
point thoroughly understood it is usually necessary to present it
repeatedly and in many \vays. There are several reasons for this.
Only a relatively small number of individuals see the first presenta-
tion. Of those who see it a small percentage catch the full purport
of it. A person is not necessarily dense if he misses the point on the
first casual reading. Professional advertisers know this. Repeti-
tion emphasizes. In time the reader is likely to become impressed,
with very little effort on his part. "Plum's Soap" before his eyes at
every turn has even been known to improve the sanitary habits of
the vagrant despite his predilections. The most highly intelligent
reader frequently needs more than one statement of a case to con-
vince him, and further justification for repetition is found in the fact
that the personnel of the group to be educated is constantly chang-
ing. In the case of the group reached by THE BULLETINwe are
pleased to say the number is constantly increasing.

The Green Section has attacked repeatedly and vigorously the
use of lime on bent greens, the general use of red fescue as a golf
turf grass, and the use of peat-frequently and improperly called
"humus." The attack has been well worth while. It has done much
to correct a bad condition. It has peeved some, but they have not
been those whose interests are the Green Section's first concern.
The Green Section has no desire to dogmatize; but dogmatism is a
term which can not properly be applied to a proposition susceptible
of scientific proof. If applications of lime make it more difficult to
maintain good bent turf, or if humus is deleterious to it, these facts


