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are demonstrable. The repeated calling attention to them may be 
criticised on other grounds; but it is not dogmatism. No, T H E 
BULLETIN will not discontinue its policy of harping on one string 
while by doing so it stands a reasonable chance of saving its readers 
from wasteful or harmful practices or from being imposed upon by 
the unscrupulous. 

Thickening Bermuda Fairways 
By C. G. Holland, Danville Golf Club, Danville, Va. 

The basis of our fairways is Bermuda grass. As is well known, 
Bermuda grass spreads by sending out runners along the surface 
of the ground with joints or nodules every inch or so, which joints 
fasten themselves to the ground by tiny roots. Should one of these 
runners become severed from the parent stock, the roots by which 
the joints are fastened to the ground extend and grow, and the sev
ered runner becomes a parent plant and sends out its own system 
of runners. 

We take advantage of this characteristic of Bermuda grass to 
make two or more plants grow where only one grew before. Well 
into the growing season after the runners have become extended, 
we use an ordinary farm disc harrow to cut these runners off from 
the parent plant. The discs are set almost straight so that they will 
cut a gash about one-half inch into the surface of the soil but so that 
they will not turn over the sod. We then harrow over the surface 
of the fairway in four directions. 

After cutting the land in this way it would be fine if we could 
topdress it ; but as our club is always short of funds that is a luxury 
we can not afford; so we merely roll the fairway with our tractor 
equipped with wide wheels, which closes the gashes to a large ex
tent, and we find that after the first hard rain no evidence of the 
harrowing is left. 

We have used this method for three or four years and found it 
very effective in thickening up our Bermuda turf. 

In this connection, we will say that the site for our golf club was 
selected because of its availability and accessibility, and a pretty 
grove of oak trees that would make a pretty site for the clubhouse. 
No thought whatever was given to the kind of ground or fertility 
of the soil, with the result that we bought "the poorest farm in 
Pittsylvania County." Our soil is a stiff, whitish, gravelly clay, 
known locally as "crawfish land," on which the best farmer in the 
country could not make a living. 

After the first two years we almost despaired of ever being able 
to get even fairly good turf, but by a lot of hard work by a small 
force we have very creditable fairways, and we attribute a large part 
of our success to the above method of cultivation. 

Dr. Oakley in Europe.—Dr. Russell A. Oakley, chairman of the 
Green Section, has been sent by the United States Department of 
Agriculture as a delegate to the International Institute of Agri
culture which is convening at Rome. It is his hope, while in Europe, 
to visit the bent seed producing regions of Germany and also to 
study golf turf on courses in Great Britain and on the Continent. 


