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Birds of the Golf Course 
By W. L. McAtee 

No need to describe the best-known of all our birds. The robin 
nests in the northern half of the eastern United States, in nearly all 
of the western states, and winters in southern states all the way 
across the continent. Thus at one season or another bird lovers the 
country over have an opportunity to see this confiding and handsome 
species. Its pleasing colors and familiarity must have endeared it 
to the earliest settlers, for they transferred to it the name of that 
favorite among British birds, the robin redbreast, celebrated in 
poetry and in such folk tales as "Babes in the Wood." This Euro
pean robin is a much smaller species, belonging to quite a distinct 
family of birds, while our robin has a true relative and an almost 
exact counterpart, except for color, in the English blackbird. How
ever, this tangle of names is never likely to be undone, and the robin 
in America, like the robin in England, although a different bird, is 
just as immutably enshrined in popular affection. 

T h e A m e r i c a n 
robin is a lover of 
lawns, hence inevit
ably of golf courses. 
Especially d o e s it 
f a v o r lawns when 
they are moist after 
a s h o w e r , and its 
characteristic actions 
at such times have 
been noted by all. It 
hops quickly a few 
steps, t h e n pauses, 
head c o c k e d , as if 
listening, but in re
ality peering, we be
lieve, for the slightly 
moving grass blade 
that will betray the 
presence of the worm 
it is seeking. Our il
lustration shows the 
robin with a mouth- The Robin 
ful of the booty it ob
tains from rain-soaked earth, and so assiduous is the bird in the pur
suit of earthworms that it is our chief natural aid in the control of 
these pests of putting greens, whose evil work, worm casts, have at
tained the dignity of mention in the rules of golf. The robin, an 
instinctive and tireless worm eradicator, really deserves to be classed 
as a patron saint of putting greens. 

Robin Redbreast by no means confines his services on golf courses 
to the destruction of earthworms, but is an ally not to be despised 
in the warfare against numerous other turf pests. The bird is very 
fond of the larvae of March flies, which sometimes become so numer
ous under turf as to wholly separate an upper layer, which promptly 
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dies. Over a thousand of these larvae have been found in the stom
ach and gullet of a single robin; and from 100 to 200 of them in a 
stomach have been found in numerous instances. Leather-jackets 
or the larvae of crane-flies, insects with similar habits to the March 
flies, also are freely eaten by the robin. 

Caterpillars, almost exclusive feeders upon green vegetation, are 
an important source of food for the robin, and cutworms and army-
worms, special grass pests, are included in this part of the dietary. 
Grasshoppers, and leaf-hoppers, well-known consumers of grass are 
eaten, and even the minute but notorious chinch-bug is not over
looked. The robin feeds upon most, if not all, kinds of the dung-
beetles which make considerable holes and throw up correspondingly 
objectionable heaps of earth on putting greens. It is an inveterate foe 
of the destructive white grubs, and of the persistently annoying ants. 
It feeds upon clover root- and clover leaf-weevils, upon the Japanese 
beetle, and upon crayfishes, all pests of the golf course. 

Except when obtaining the wild fruits of which it is very fond, 
the robin feeds almost exclusively upon the ground, and thus, with 
its taste for insects and worms destructive to turf, is naturally 
adapted to be of great service on golf courses, where its cheery pres
ence should be encouraged as much as possible. 

Removal of all tree stumps inadvisable.—Mr. A. C. M. Croome, 
well known to both British and American golfers, suggests that in 
many cases the removal of all tree stumps in course construction is 
inadvisable, for the reason that they form an excellent foundation 
for mounds diversifying the surface of the course through the green. 
This has been done at Addington with charming results, producing an 
almost dune-like effect. 

Fertilizer Experiments on Turf Grasses at Purdue University 
Some interesting results from the use of different fertilizers on 

lawns are reported by Prof. S. D. Conner, of Purdue University Agri
cultural Experiment Station, La Fayette, Ind., in T H E INDIANA ACAD
EMY OF SCIENCE, vol. 34 (1924), page 169. A summary of important 
features brought out by Professor Conner's work is presented in the 
following paragraphs: 

The first experiment, started in 1918, included the following six 
fertilizer treatments: (1) Untreated; (2) limestone, 3,000 pounds 
per acre; (3) commercial fertilizer, 600 pounds per acre; (4) lime
stone and commercial fertilizer; (5) chicken manure, 1 ton per acre; 
(6) chicken manure, limestone, and commercial fertilizer. The com
mercial fertilizer employed in the experiment contained 6 percent 
nitrogen, 8 percent phosphoric acid, and 2 percent potash. 

The second experiment, started in 1922, included the following 
10 treatments: (1) Untreated; (2) nitrate of soda, 150 pounds per 
acre (equivalent to 3V£ pounds per 1,000 square feet); (3) ammonium 
sulfate, 100 pounds per acre (equivalent to 2 1/3 pounds per 1,000 
square feet) ; (4) dried muck, 3,000 pounds per acre; (5) limestone, 
3 tons per acre; (6) phosphate and potash; (7) phosphate, potash, 


