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Some Observations on Golf, Golf Courses and Golf Turf 
Abroad 

Golf—France, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Holland * 
By R. A. Oakley 

While abroad April to June, inclusive, 1926, it was my great 
privilege to see something of foreign golf in its various aspects both 
on the Continent and in Great Britain. To be sure I saw it very 
incidentally to my work so that I can claim little more for many of my 
observations than that they are hasty conclusions based on meager 
evidence. This is especially true of those on the game of golf. Cer
tainly I would not put up a spirited defense of what I may have to 
say on that specific part. Nor would I defend very vigorously my 
observation on golf courses. I might be inclined, however, to hold 
out pretty strongly for my views on golf grasses and turf; for I had 
a much better opportunity to study this phase, and besides I feel just 
a little more at home with it. 

I shall attempt in this article to give my impressions on the way 
golf is being taken as a sport in the countries of Continental Europe 
which I visited, and I trust the readers of THE BULLETIN will not 
think me presumptuous in doing so. 

My observations on golf as a sport in France were confined mostly 
to Paris and its environs, and I am informed that golf, except re
sort golf, is not very conspicuous in other parts of France. It would 
appear then that if golf were taken up enthusiastically as a sport 
anywhere in France it would be there. The outstanding bit of evi
dence that it is not is the lack of facilities for the game. When the 
number of golf courses tributary to Chicago, for example, are com
pared with the number tributary to Paris it appears quite certain 
that golf is not as highly popular in the latter city as in the former. 
Golf has been in Paris for years and has had ample time to spread 
abundantly. And it can not be said that the French are not lovers 
of outdoor sports; for they have taken up tennis and other games 
with a vengeance. Paris is literally spotted with tennis courts and 
they are not idle when the weather permits of play. Tennis is very 
generally popular throughout France, and as the world knows she 
has produced some outstanding players. 

Although there are relatively few of them for the size of the city, 
the golf clubs of Paris are popular as clubs and certainly neither 
money nor effort is spared in making them attractive. The club 
houses and surroundings, that is the ones I saw, are beautiful indeed, 
and the courses themselves architecturally are built along modern 

•This is the first of a series of articles which will be contributed by Dr. Oakley on the basis of 
his observations while in Europe in the spring of 1926. 
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lines—not without faults. But where are courses to be found that 
meet all the requirements of the modern critic? But in going over 
them and comparing their upkeep with that of the grounds surround
ing the club houses I could not escape the feeling that the playing 
members were not quite as exacting as where golf is a passion. I 
must say, however, that I visited the Paris clubs during a protracted 
rainy period which interfered greatly with work on the courses, but 
this fact I have taken into consideration in forming my conclusions. 

It was my good fortune to meet a number of playing club mem
bers. They spoke enthusiastically of their clubs and of going out in 
the afternoon for a round, but I could not help forming the impression 
that consciously or unconsciously it was the social rather than the 
sport feature that appealed to them most strongly—that the game 
was a sort of aperitif for the social time which follows. The French 
are notoriously a polite people, but with all their innate courtesy I 
do not think they would delay as they do on their way to the first tee 
to acknowledge an introduction and even go so far as to invite the 
stranger to have refreshments with them in the club house if they 
were as absorbed in their prospective game as would be an Eng
lishman or an American. 

Golf at the French resorts is not a fair criterion of what might 
be called golf at home. The foreign element plays a very large part 
in the case of the former and, furthermore, it is hardly safe to judge 
the everyday predilection of an individual by what he does on va
cation. 

Somehow I have the feeling that golf, while it will become more 
popular in France than it is at present, is not likely to be taken up 
soon with greatly increased enthusiasm. To put it more tersely, I 
failed to see the elements of a boom in golf there. 

I suppose I should not mention Italy at all, for my sojourn there 
was confined almost exclusively to Rome, and my business in Rome 
was such as to prevent me from visiting the one and only real golf 
course of which the Eternal City boasts. I judge from what Am
bassador Fletcher and members of his staff told me that the course 
is kept in playing condition only during the late fall, winter and 
spring months; furthermore, that it is not particularly well sup
ported and is patronized mostly by foreigners. From the way the 
second-generation Italian and even some of those of the first genera
tion have got to the top of the game in America, one would be justi
fied in concluding that there is nothing inherently lacking in the 
Italian to prevent him from taking up golf successfully in his native 
land, but I suspect that for some time to come Italy will be perfectly 
well satisfied to let New York and Chicago represent her in the 
Royal and Ancient sport. 

Golf is by no means unknown in Switzerland, but it seems to be 
there mostly because of the wonderful scenery and other attractions 
that draw the tourists from every civilized part of the earth. The 
Swiss learned long ago what our resort operators are learning,—that 
no matter what special features a place may have to commend it to 
the tourist, a golf course of some kind is necessary before it is com
plete. It doesn't require much of a golf course either, for the golfer 
tourist will be satisfied with any place that permits him to hit the 
ball if the scenic surroundings please him. So it is in Switzerland. 
Good golf course land is not abundant near tourists' resorts, but they 
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do the best they can with what they have to make their guests happy.
And I am free to admit I marvel at their ingenuity along architectural
lines in adapting their terrain to the requirements of the tourists'
game. Elsewhere in that country where golf courses could be built
agriculture in some form seems to be too strong a competitor for
the game.

The tourist has taken golf to Switzerland and is keeping it there.
It will probably develop as his demands for it increase. Very little
faster. There is local interest in the game, it is true, but not suffi-
cient to give it much impetus.

I was much surprised to find what I believe to be a real interest
in golf in Germany. I do not know just why I had not expected to
find the Germans in their home land interested in golf as a sport
unless it was because I had thought of them as temperamentally not
quite in step with the game. Anyway the fact remains that I was
not looking for the evidence of golf life I think exists there. Ger-
many is a large country and a very large part of it is little influenced
in its sport relations by tourists. Consequently ,vhen one finds golf
courses in the vicinity of towns and cities away from the beaten trail
of the tourist he feels fairly safe in concluding that the inhabitants
themselves have taken a hand. This is exactly what one finds in
Germany. The courses may be somewhat below modern golf archi-
tectural standards or even greenkeeping standards, but they serve
the purpose and represent a genuine effort in the direction of the
sport. My sojourn in Germany ended with a visit to Berlin. It is
not the number of courses, private or public, in Berlin or elsewhere
in Germany that impressed me but the way the game is being ac-
cepted. If I had any doubts regarding the conclusions I am here
presenting they were fully dispelled after a visit to the Golf and
Land Club at Wansee. This club had its start before the war, but
like many another activity not strictly utilitarian it went into tem-
porary decline while war lasted. With the advent of peace it had
a marked rejuvenescence. Shortly after the war a golf architect
from England was engaged to remodel the course extensively and
many changes were made in the grounds and club house so that they
are now starting off with an up-to-date layout and high powered
activity on the part of the members.

My visit to the club was on a pleasant Saturday afternoon. That
is a favorable time to see the club in action. The course was well
patronized and pride in the club and interest in golf ,vere manifest
everywhere. I explained that I was an American (this was quite
unnecessary) and that I was interested in golf courses, and asked
that I be allowed to stroll over the course. The secretary granted
the privilege very cordially and expressed regret that none of the
officials were just then present. After walking over a considerable
part of the course a gentleman faultlessly attired in up-to-the-minute
golf clothes introduced himself. It was Mr. Herbert M. Gutmann,
president of the club. He told me of the history of the club and
spoke with apparent satisfaction of the prospects of its success. We
discussed the game. Several matches passed us. It is true there
was a considerable display of mediocre golf, but one will see that
anywhere and any time golf is played. But that the real spirit of
the game was there was patent. I talked with other prominent mem-
bers. They were mostly beginners skilled neither in the art of play-
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ing the game nor its terminology, but thoroughly converted. I said
to one, "The par of this course is what-72?" "Oh, no," he said,
"none of our players have made it in 80 yet."-A new way of de-
termining par, it 'is true, but give them a little time; they will not
only break 80 but they will be adept in terminology and vernacular
as well.

Of course, the Golf and Land Club is not supported solely by
Germans. There are a number of foreigners-Englishmen, Amer-
icans, and others, who are active members. My attention was at-
tracted to spurts of dust in the direction of the 18th green. In-
vestigation resulting from the usual curiosity revealed the British
Ambassador bunkered but not conquered. I was told that he is an
ardent golfer and club member, as are officials of his staff.

Throughout Germany there is an awakening to outdoor sports.
Tennis is becoming highly popular, and I am reasonably sure the
popularity of golf will increase rapidly from now on. The Germans
like' it as a game and they are not insensible to its value as an entree
to social, economic and political life at home and abroad. Lack of
available areas of ground will handicap the spread of both public
and club golf, particularly the former, in many places, but it will
not prevent a very large participation in the game in the near fu-
ture. If I ,vere a young golf architect ambitious for business I would
cast my eye in the direction of-but I am getting quite beyond
my field.

There is a considerable interest manifest in golf in Holland. At
the seaside resorts the explanation, of course, is not hard to find.
The patrons are demanding golf there as are patrons of resorts else-
where. The beautiful beaches and other attractive features do not
seem to satisfy them. But away from the resorts there is an awaken-
ing interest on the part of the local folks. Among them there are
some real fans.

Holland has a creditably sized group of amateur players, and if I
am not mistaken certain of them took part in the British Amateur
Championship at Muirfield this year. As one thoroughly devoted
to the cause of golf in Holland I think it would be difficult to find a
man more earnest than Mr. Kramers, president of the Nordwyck
Club. I trust he will pardon me for this personal reference to him.
He is the George Crump of that course devoting his own time and
money to it. It takes such men to put golf across in any new environ-
ment. It was my privilege to visit several of the courses in the
western part of Holland. They impressed me that most of them
existed because those supporting them have a true interest in the
game of golf and it is my firm conviction that Holland like Germany
will make a real showing in golf in the near future.

It is claimed by some that Holland is the birthplace of golf. If
this were the case one would expect to find it the national game there.
It is far from that as yet. And somehow I have a notion that the
Dutch had as much to do with planting the seed that produced modern
golf as the American Indian with the creation of baseball.

It is said that commerce and foreign missions and possibly one
or two other specific agencies ,viII eventually result in making the
English language the universally accepted language. How about
golf? In every country of Continental Europe which I visited I
invariably found the score cards with rules and all printed only in
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English. Now there are a good many words used in the rules and
their explanations and in playing the game sooner or later nearly
every accepted English word is used and I might say many are
created for it.

Golf it seems can be played successfully only in the English
language. The final outcome is evident.

To make a long story short, golf is making headway in Con-
tinental Europe which is a hopeful portent for world supremacy.

Topdressing fairways.-If compost, good top soil, or other mate-
rial is available for topdressing the fairways, the most economical
method of applying the material will be found to be the use of the
ordinary widespread type of manure spreader. After the topdressing
is applied it should be worked into the turf immediately, and this is
best accomplished by the use of a chain harrow.

The Reconstruction of an Old Course
By H. Kendall Read

The Country Club of Atlantic City was laid out originally in the
days of the old "guttie" ball, and many of the changes were made
and extensions built before the modern ball, with its greater length,
came into existence. However, this course was considered one of the
best of its day and had a sufficiently high rating to be chosen by the
United States Golf Association for the amateur championship held
in 1901, which was won by Walter Travis. The reconstruction of
this course was so radical and in some ways so original, and caused
su.ch widespread comment, that it was thought a descriptive article
with illustrative photographs might be helpful to other clubs facing
a similar problem. It might be well to set forth the things we wanted
to accomplish. These are: (1) To make the course more comfort-
able and interesting for the average player; (2) To provide a real
test for the man who expects to play par golf; (3) To eliminate hand
labor as much as possible, and thereby lower maintenance cost; (4)
To create a seaside course, in appearance as well as in name; (5) To
erase, as much as we could, all evidence of the artificial.

In carrying out this program, we built seven new greens and re-
constructed completely eight old ones, made fourteen new tees and
considerable new fairway, and re-trapped the entire twenty-seven
holes. Perhaps it would be best to explain what we did, and why,
to accomplish each of the five objects named above. I shall discuss
them in their order.

To begin with, we had 14 cop bunkers which extended entirely
across the fairways without breaks and had to be carried mostly by
the tee shot; they varied in height from 3 to 6 feet. I am quite
sure that well over 90 per cent of the high-handicap men were caught
in those bunkers, while the low-handicap man hardly knew they ex-
isted. 'Ve removed everyone and saved a lot of hand labor at the
same time. Also, most of our traps, mounds, and hazards of differ-
ent types were located so that the average player was the only one
usually caught. 'Ve removed practically all of these traps and left
only a few which would figure in par golf. More hand labor was
saved. 'Ve did other things to make it more comfortable for Mr.


