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The Construction Period in the History of a Golf Course 
The usual history of golf courses may be divided for convenience 

into three major stages. The first stage is that of planning and 
organization, the second is the period of construction, and the third is 
the prolonged period of maintenance. Naturally, as in any general
ized classification, there is often much overlapping in this order; but 
whether the dividing lines be distinct or indefinite, the fact remains 
that in the majority of cases this is the logical and actual sequence. 
Although these stages may be distinguishable in point of time and 
distinctive problems, there is of course a most decided interrelation
ship between them. Problems of the construction period are most 
profoundly influenced by the attainments of the period of planning, 
and likewise many of the most difficult problems of maintenance are 
greatly aggravated or diminished by the errors or wise provisions of 
plans and construction. 

Disregarding the courses built for real estate developments or 
other ulterior motives, it may be safely asserted that the majority 
of golf courses are built to furnish the maximum enjoyment for their 
membership throughout the longest period of the year that the climate 
will permit, and with a minimum of expense consistent with the 
facilities that are provided. Reconstruction is usually expensive, 
and even if the item of extra expense is not in itself serious there is 
always more or less interference with play and full enjoyment of the 
course for a short time at best. It is therefore advisable to plan and 
build with the greatest of care in order to provide against any neces
sity for reconstruction. It is surprising to find how many of the 
difficulties of maintenance can be traced back to faulty plans or poor 
construction. Frequently the only solution is to tear up the trouble
some area and to rebuild, and often at many times the expense that 
would have been necessary to do the work properly in the beginning. 

The majority of the problems on which Green Section advice is 
sought are those concerning maintenance and planting. The pres
ent issue of THE BULLETIN is devoted to a consideration of the prob
lems of the construction period. The Green Section at present is 
not equipped to render much assistance in planning a course and, 
although we fully recognize the importance of the initial phases of 
the work, we must for the present leave those problems to others. 
Many good golf-course architects are available who are fully com
petent to advise on all problems of planning. Unfortunately, there 
has been a tendency among many architects to pay too little attention 
to problems of construction and maintenance. An exceedingly well-
designed hole from the standpoint of architecture may be an utter 
failure due to inability to maintain the requisite turf under the con-
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ditions imposed by those particular plans. When an architect plans
a building it may be a relatively simple construction problem to
execute those plans in steel and stone. When a golf-course architect
plans, it must be remenIbered that his plans are to be executed in
living plants. Therefore some of the so-called "ideal holes" can not
be placed on any and every course merely because they are successful
under some special condition.

We will therefore assume that adequate plans have been made
and that a club is interested in carrying those plans into effect. In
many cases it is found distinctly advantageous to turn over the whole
construction work to some individual or company competent to handle
such work. Whether the club chooses to use its own force or to turn
it over to a capable contractor, it is well to have some one in the club
familiar with some of the principles involved in planting a course.
A little information on this work may be of much aid in avoiding
some future difficulties of maintenance and some of the unpleasant-
ness that may be involved. 'Vith that object in mind this issue of
THE BULLETINis written.

It is obviously impossible to publish a bulletin which will contain
specific directions for planting turf under every conceivable condi-
tion. It is, however, possible to point out some of the general con-
siderations that apply under practically all conditions. Knowledge
of the general requirements of plant growth may be of great assist-
ance if one intelligently uses that knowledge to modify his conditions
as much as possible to fulfill these requirements. Plants fortunately
have no sharp lines in their range of soil, climatic, and water require-
ments. This allows for much leeway in planting and maintenance.
The nearer the approach is made to the conditions ideal for plant
growth the less will be the future difficulties of maintenance.

The principles involved in the culture of finer grasses- are in a
general way the same one place as another. Grasses that thrive in
Florida demand practically the same plant food as grasses in Canada.
A sandy soil in Canada would be handled much the same as a sandy
soil in Florida. Clays are cultivated the sanle one place as another.
vVhat is said about fall planting in the North is true of the South.
The fertilizers best adapted to grasses in the South are equally good
in the North. Some properties will require assistance by either open
or closed drains constructed to carry off the surplus water, and this
phase is common regardless of region. Most courses need artificial
irrigation in one form or another, whether North or South. There-
fore the reader must select from the following what applies to his
particular case, and when the reference obviously is to a region
thousands of miles away it will be noticeable. "Ifs," "buts," and ex-
ceptions will probably be nunlerous, but will be necessary even in a
simple treatment of this subject.

Planning a golf hole is about as difficult as playing it. It is a
problem in itself. The hole should be difficult to play, but at the same
time it should be fair. And above all things else, it should be com-
pletely visible.


