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also conducted similar tests and found that the midwinter treatment 
with corrosive sublimate checked the disease. 

The experimental work to date therefore indicates that the pre
liminary results of control treatments reported in April, 1927, can 
in general be expected to be effective throughout the snow-mold belt. 
The lighter application of 1 ounce to 1,000 square feet will apparently 
check mild attacks of the disease, whereas even the heavy application 

Control of snow-mold by midwinter treatments of corrosive sublimate. Diseased patches on 
No. 1 green, Sleigh Municipal Course, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

The few lighter spots are the patches which were practically killed by snow-mold before any 
treatment was applied. The other patches, gray, are the diseased areas where a treatment with 
corrosive sublimate the second week in January checked the snow-mold fungus and the turf had 
started to recover from the damage when the photograph was taken, April 3, 1928. Note the pencil 
in the foreground, which indicates the size of the patches. 

of 3 ounces to 1,000 square feet must be exceeded to prevent injury 
where the fungus is unusually destructive. It is also apparent that 
an application of 1 or 2 ounces of corrosive sublimate to 1,000 square 
feet in midwinter or later, after the disease is active, is worthy of 
much further testing on courses where no preventive treatment has 
been applied the previous fall. 

Fall burning of the rough.—We repeat that in the fall it is gen
erally good practice to mow the rough, clean it up, and compost the 
salvaged material, or burn it. This practice will get rid of hosts of 
weed seeds and insects, and will make the rough more presentable 
the following season. 

Humus in Soil Stores Water.—One of the important explanations 
of the desirability of having a quantity of humus or decomposing 
organic matter in the soil is found in the capacity of humus for soak
ing up and storing water which is thus made available later for use 
by growing plants. Experiments have revealed that 100 pounds of 
sand can hold only 25 pounds of water, and 100 pounds of clay soil 
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can hold only half its weight of water. In contrast, 100 pounds of 
decaying organic matter may hold as much as 190 pounds, or nearly 
twice its weight of water. Most soils are mixtures in varying pro
portions of sand, clay, silt, and organic material. As a rule the 
greater the proportion of organic matter contained in the soil the 
greater its water-absorptive capacity, and the greater reserves of 
moisture it will retain for resistance to drought and hot weather. 

Photograph by Albert A. Hansen, Purdue University, La Fayette, Ind. 

A demonstration of the value of rolling following seeding 
The entire area shown in the illustration had been newly sown with (trass seed, bat a good 

catch was secured only where the soil had been compacted by footprints, and particularly by the 
wagon tracks which appear in the picture. 

Rolling following seeding compacts the soil around the grass seeds, resulting in better germi
nation and minimum mortality in the seedlings. Rolling may be a deciding factor in the success 
of newly seeded grass areas. The saving of expensive seed, to say nothing of the time involved, 
is a good argument for rolling all new seedings. 

Lime in Some Typical Sands and Its Effect on Soil Acidity 
By O. J. Noer, Madison, Wis. 

In some districts clover is prevalent and does not seem to diminish 
as a result of consistent use of sulphate of ammonia. Large quantities 
of lime carbonate in the sand used in top-dressing mixtures is respon
sible in many instances. 

While clover prefers and grows best in non-acid soils, soil reaction 
is probably only one factor in its control. Casual inspection also seems 
to indicate that white clover is somewhat more tolerant of acidity in 
the soil than some of the other legumes. Nevertheless it can be 
eradicated. Judicious feeding to encourage the grasses and thus 
maintain a dense turf makes it difficult for clover to establish itself. 
In this connection only enough phosphoric acid and potash should be 
applied to satisfy the demands of the grasses, because in larger 


