
News Notes
TRUFIRM:
NEW IMPACT MEASUREMENT AND
ANALYSIS SYSTEM FOR GOLF COURSES
AND SPORTS FIELD SURFACES

at is TruFirm? Developed by
the United States Golf Association
for use at USGA championships,

TruFirm is a system that allows the golf
course superintendent to measure and analyze
the firmness of turf and bunker sands over the
course of a tournament, the playing season, or
many years. TruFirm has been used to gauge
the firmness of putting surfaces, fairways, and
bunker sands at every U.S. Open since 2005
and every 2008 USGA Championship. In
2008, TruFirm was used at two men's major
championships.

Why measure firmness? Having an
objective evaluation of firmness is an
important tool for the golf course super-
intendent. Measurements can be used to
provide consistent conditions over key areas of the course. The TruFirm System
will help identify areas where playing quality has been adversely affected by
overwatering and/or excessive buildup of organic matter. As corrective practices
are implemented, TruFirm provides a means of determining the progress that is
made over time. The TruFirm System also can be used to determine firmness of
the green profile prior to seeding and to identify the potential for buried lies in
bunkers.

Using the TruFirm System. Taking measurements with the TruFirm System
is as simple as raising and dropping the hammer. Data and GPS information are
stored and displayed on the handheld computer and are color coded according to
your desired firmness levels. Easy-to-follow graphs allow you to review changes in
firmness over time, at specific locations, or over the entire course, as well as hole-
to-hole variation.

Data collected on the handheld can be downloaded to your desktop or laptop
PC so that printable reports can be generated and further analysis conducted.

Maintaining the desired firmness for important turf areas - for an event,
season, or year after year - depends on managing water usage and controlling the
buildup of organic matter. TruFirm gives the superintendent an objective measure
of turf firmness to aid in irrigation and maintenance decisions.

Purchasing the TruFirm System. The TruFirm System is available from
the USGA at a cost of$8,700, plus tax where applicable. The price includes the
TruFirm System (hammer, handheld computer, GPS, all cables and chargers,
software for handheld and desktop/laptop PCs) in a waterproof case, along with a
Stimpmeter," Purchase of the TruFirm System in the U.S. also includes an on-site
visit by a USGA Green Section agronomist, who will provide training on the use
of the TruFirm and discuss what the measurements mean to you. The purchase
price of the TruFirm System also includes updates to the software and technical
support for one year.

For more information, call (908) 470-5009.
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