News Notes

JIM LATHAM

#'eteran USGA agronomist Jim
Latham passed away in Deltona,
Florida, on July 16, 2008. Jim

worked for the United States Golf

Association on two different occasions,

from 1956 to 1960 as an agronomist in the

Northeast and Southeast Regions, and then

again from 1984 to 1994 as director of the

Great Lakes Region. The intervening 25

years were spent with the Milwaukee

Metropolitan Sewerage District, promot-

ing one of the nation’s first businesses

designed to recycle waste products into
landscape fertilizers.

Following his retirement from the USGA, he actively volunteered as a member
of the USGA Turfgrass and Environmental Research Committee for eight years.
In 2003, Jim was named a recipient of the USGA Piper & Oakley Award, which
recognizes meritorious service to the USGA Green Section and the game of golf
by a volunteer.

Jim Latham was admired for his practical insight and straight-shooting assess-
ments of turfgrass management problems and solutions that resulted from his long
involvement in the turfgrass industry.

WHEN THE FROST IS ON THE PENNCROSS

"hen the frost is on the Penncross and the water line is drained,
And ever southward go the golfers, Cads and Jags so aimed;
Hear the rustle of the leaves as they cover rough and green . . .
And traps and tees and fairways . . . and most everywhere between;
Oh, it’s then the time a feller is a-feelin’ at his best
With the risin’ sun to greet him from a night of peaceful rest,
As he wears a sweater mornin’s and the clocks have all been changed,
When the frost is on the Penncross and the water line is drained.

When the heat of summer’s over and the coolin’ fall is here . . .
Of course we miss the foursomes and the markers on the tees
And the rumble of the mowers and the buzzin’ of the bees;

But the air’s so appetizin’ and the landscape through the haze

Is the crisp and sunny wonderland of early autumn days

And you can count up on your fingers all the times it’s rained
When the frost is on the Penncross and the water line is drained.

The husky, rusty rustle of seed heads on the Poa,

The clank and bang of units as in the shed they go,

The flags in greens . . . kinda lonesome like, but still

There’s a few diehard golfers whose needs we have to fill;

The ball washers are in the workshop, the sprayers in the shed,
The hose is coiled up neatly on the rafters overhead!

Oh, it sets my heart a-beating . . . with a fury never tamed
When the frost is on the Penncross and the water line is drained.

— William “Bill” Smart, Head Greenkeeper, 1970s
The Powelton Club, Newburgh, N.Y.
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